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TO 

MY MOTHER 


PREFACE 


D uring the war, the writer looked in vain for some 
straightforward life of Christ which he could 
offer to a young man or girl entering the Forces. This 
little book is an attempt to meet such a need. Its aim, 
quite simply, is to relate in one coherent sequence what 
the Gospels tell us of the Christ whose name we bear. 
Until that is grasped, the discussion of interpretations 
is merely chatter in the void. 

Our calendar, fixed by Denis the Little, a monk of 
the sixth century, unfortunately puts the birth of our 
Lord at least four years too late. Moreover, we do not 
know for certain the true order of events. The clearest 
chronology seems to be that of Pere Lagrange, O.P., as 
adapted by the Very Rev. Mgr. John M. T. Barton, 
D.D., L.S.S., F.S.A., in his Catholic Harmony of the 
Four Gospels, and it is this which has been adopted for 
the most part in the following pages. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Faith of Israel 
R in the modern kingdom of Irak is now a heap of 



u mounds like the rest of the dead cities of Meso¬ 
potamia. But four thousand years ago, when it was 
still a mercantile city-state, there went forth from it 
a great chief with his family and herds and dependants. 
His slow, shuffle-footed caravan reached Haran, just 
north of the modern Syrian boundary, after a journey of 
five hundred miles. There he settled, and there he died. 

His son, Abraham the Hebrew, became head of the 
family. Obedient to the call of God, he left the idola¬ 
trous society of his father’s house, and moved south¬ 
ward into Palestine, taking with him Sarah, his 
beautiful, childless wife, and Lot, his nephew. 

After separating from Lot, he settled at last in 
Hebron, twenty miles south of Jerusalem. From here 
he went to the rescue of Lot, and on returning from 
battle was confronted by the mysterious figure of 
Melchisedek, king-priest of Salem, who, in praise and 
thanksgiving for the victory, offered to God a sacrifice 
of bread and wine. Lot was again spared when, despite 
the prayer of Abraham, the vicious cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrha that stood along the shores of the Dead 
Sea were destroyed. 

In her old age, Sarah bore a son to Abraham, and 
the boy was called Isaac, and circumcised on the eighth 
day. God had promised Abraham that he would be 
the founder of a great people, yet such was the 
Patriarch’s faith and obedience that he was prepared to 
sacrifice the boy should God require it. It was in his 
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willingness to sacrifice the child who was the object of 
all his hopes that Abraham’s faith finally triumphed, 
and the divine promise was ratified: “ In thy seed shall 
all the nations be blessed because thou hast obeyed My 
voice.” It was this faith in God and in the many 
promises God had made to Abraham and repeated to 
his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob which constituted 
the faith of Israel and made the Jews realize that they 
had been chosen for a sublime destiny. 

Before the days of Abraham, monotheism (literally, 
one-God-ism), going back to the first creation of human 
life upon earth, had been at least partially obscured. 
But, from the conversion of Abraham onwards, the 
knowledge of the true God was preserved and handed 
down to all his posterity. 

Jacob, surnamed Israel, pressed by famine and at the 
invitation of his son Joseph, went into Egypt, and the 
whole family settled there about the year 1870 B.c. 
There the Israelites remained until about the year 
1440 b.c. when Moses led the twelve tribes forth one 
night out of the slavery to which they had been reduced. 
The Pharoah or King of Egypt pursued them to the 
shores of the Red Sea. But his horses and chariots 
were overwhelmed in the water while the Israelites 
passed over unscathed into the barren peninsula of 
Sinai. God renewed the alliance He had made with 
Abraham, and this covenant, based upon the Ten Com¬ 
mandments, written upon tables of stone and placed in 
the wooden chest or “ ark ” of the covenant, was sealed 
by a sacrifice of oxen. 

Moses knit the people into a single nation united by 
the common bond of a religion revealed by God and a 
moral law and worship not subject to the will of man 
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but to the Divine Will alone. He died within sight of 
the land that had been promised to them. But under 
his successor they poured into Palestine and gradually 
established themselves. 

In the year 1000 b.c., David, the youngest son of Jesse, 
a Judean of Bethlehem, became king and succeeded 
in founding a dynasty, the royal family of David. He 
captured the hill-site of Jerusalem and made it his 
capital. The Ark of the Covenant was brought into 
the “ city of David ” and placed in the tent prepared 
for it until the first temple should be built by his son, 
Solomon, who raised the new kingdom to its summit. 

After the death of Solomon the united kingdom of 
Israel split into two separate kingdoms—Israel in the 
north, and Judah, with Jerusalem as its capital, in the 
south. Each had its own kings and its own history 
until both came under the control of Mesopotamia—a 
control that was to last until Alexander the Great, by 
his victory at Issus in 333 b.c., overthrew the Persian 
Empire. Alexander the Great, educated by Aristotle, 
who was himself the pupil of Plato, had in the course 
of twelve years conquered Asia as far as India. When 
he died at the age of thirty-three his empire was par¬ 
celled out among his rival generals. Ptolemy held 
Egypt; Seleucus and his descendants, the Seleucids, 
ruled most of the Asiatic territory of the former Persian 
empire. Palestine was occupied by the Ptolemies for 
a hundred years and then, in 198 b.c., by the Seleucids. 

It was the brutal persecution of Antiochus, who 
began his reign in 175 B.c., that ultimately caused the 
Maccabean revolt. This madman, as some called him, 
sought to remove all traces of the Jewish religion and 
set up an idolatrous altar in the Temple. The revolt 
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succeeded. A new altar was set up (the anniversary of 
this occasion became the “ Feast of Dedication ”) and 
Judea regained its independence and was governed for 
a century by the descendants of the first Maccabees. 
The grandson of the instigator of the revolt conquered 
Samaria and destroyed the schismatic temple on Mount 
Gerizim. In his reign, the Sadducees first appear as 
a distinct party whose chief interest was in material 
progress and politics rather than in religion. The chief 
concern of the Pharisees—or Separatists—was to 
isolate themselves from the surrounding nations and so 
preserve intact the Law and the “ traditions ”—or 
customs—which had been added to it. 

Alexander Jannasus (103-76 b.c.) assumed the title 
of king. He bequeathed the government to his wife, 
and at her death civil war broke out. This led to the 
interference of Rome and the loss of independence, 
and in 63 b.c. Pompey dissolved the Maccabean 
Empire. Herod, with the aid of the Romans, defeated 
another member of the Maccabean dynasty who had 
been made king by the Parthians, and was himself made 
king of the Jews by the order of Rome. His family 
originally came from Idumea, the hilly country lying 
to the south of Palestine, and occupied by the Bedouin 
tribes. It was not a Jewish family, and his mother was 
an Arabian. Within the first decade of his reign, 
Herod the Great murdered all the surviving members of 
the Maccabee family of Jews, including Mariamne his 
first wife—he married not less than ten wives in succes¬ 
sion—and, in 7 b.c., his own two sons by Mariamne. 

Amid all this long and tangled course of events, the 
Jewish people never lost faith in God’s promises to 
Abraham. In law and prophet, history and psalm. 
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they looked forward tense with expectancy to the com¬ 
ing of the Messiah—a Personality altogether unique, 
through whom all the families of the earth would be 
blessed. 


PART I 


The Birth and Boyhood of Jesus 

The Vision of Zachary 

One day in the autumn of 6 b.c., Zachary, a priest, 
leaving the people in the various open courts of the 
great Temple in Jerusalem, which Herod the Great was 
still reconstructing, passed into the covered-in Holy 
Place, next to the most Holy Place itself. On to the 
fire—carried from the lower altar of burnt-offerings and 
laid on the altar of incense, which was overlaid with 
pure gold—he emptied the incense from a golden 
vessel. As the white-clad priest offered the especially 
solemn sacrifice, there appeared between the altar and 
the golden, ever-burning, seven-armed lampstand, one 
who announced that he, Zachary, and his aged wife, 
Elizabeth, would have a son who should be called John 
and should be the fore-runner of the Messiah. Very 
humanly, the old man doubted the possibility of 
such an occurrence and, because of his momentary 
incredulity, was literally dumbfounded. He returned 
to his home, which was probably at Ain Karen, four 
miles to the west of Jerusalem, unable to speak. And 
God gave them the desire of their hearts. 

Hail, Mary! 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the 
same messenger who, calmly and even sternly, had pre¬ 
sented his credentials with the words: “I am Gabriel 
that stand in the presence of God,” was sent to carry 
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out another commission, this time to Nazareth, a white 
town under the hills, eighty-seven miles from Jerusalem. 
With great reverence and humility, he announced to 
Mary, a young girl who lived there, that she who was 
engaged to be married to Joseph would be the mother 
of Jesus. But Mary, with the consent of her future 
husband, had dedicated herself by a vow of virginity 
to God. How, then, was God’s will to be completed in 
her? She asked therefore for a solution of her 
difficulty: “ How shall this be done? ” and surely the 
question is meaningless if she meant one day to con¬ 
summate the union with Joseph. The angel answered: 
“ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Most High shall overshadow thee ; and therefore 
the Holy One that shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God.” Thus did the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity take and ennoble our human nature in 
the womb of Mary. 

A House among the Hills 

The angel had also told her that Elizabeth, her aged 
kinswoman, was soon to have a child and Mary, at the 
call of love and service, decided to go and stay with her. 
She went “ with haste ” from Nazareth to Jerusalem, 
and then a journey of another four miles brought her to 
the home of Zachary and Elizabeth. On her arrival 
she was the first to greet her kinswoman, and at her 
words the child in Elizabeth’s womb “ leaped ” in exul¬ 
tation and homage. Elizabeth, inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, recognized in her young relative the mother of 
the Lord, and bowing in reverence before her, “ Blessed 
art thou,” she said, “ that hast believed.” 

Mary gently placed her hands under Elizabeth’s arms 
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and raised her up to kiss her; then, taking up the 
homage of Elizabeth, she offered it to God in the 
sublime words of the Magnificat —•“ My soul doth 
magnify the Lord and my spirit hath found joy in God, 
my Saviour, because He hath looked graciously upon 
the lowliness of His handmaid .... He hath filled 
the hungry with good things and the rich He hath 
sent empty away . . . —words familiar to her from 

childhood and echoing the intense love and joy and 
humility that had filled her heart as she journeyed 
with the caravan to Jerusalem during those four spring 
days. 

Three months soon passed, during which Our Lady’s 
presence brought joy to the whole house and enabled 
Elizabeth to keep her secret. When the child was 
born, the event caused a sensation in the mountain vil¬ 
lage. A week later, when the house was full of 
relatives and friends gathered for the circumcision and 
naming of the child, a positive dispute arose over the 
name, until the father, taking a thin wax-covered tablet 
and a sharp-pointed pen, wrote, in obedience to the 
command received in the Temple, that John would be 
the name. Immediately his speech returned and in the 
words of the Benedictus he thanked God for sending 
the Messiah and, taking his son in his arms, prophesied 
the child’s future role as herald of the Messiah. John’s 
aged parents died, no doubt, when he was still young, 
and leaving his home he went into the nearby wilderness 
to fit himself for his future mission. 

Mary returned to Nazareth, but told no one of her 
secret; only God could give her future husband the 
grace to understand. An angel—most probably 
Gabriel, the angel of the Incarnation—appeared to 
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him in a dream and bade him not to fear to take Mary 
to wife, for the child that was to be born of her was 
conceived of the Holy Ghost, and was to be for the 
whole of the human race a Saviour (Jesus), saving them 
from their sins. 

So Mary and Joseph were married; but the rights of 
marriage, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they 
chose to forgo. 

Of Wedded Maid and Virgin Mother 

Palestine, conquered by Pompey in 63 b.c., was ruled 
by permission of the Roman Emperor from 37-4 b.c. by 
King Herod the Great. 

The reign of this aged king was drawing to its 
close and the Roman eagles were poised ready to 
incorporate his kingdom into the province of Syria, 
when the Emperor Augustus decreed a universal census. 
For the purpose of this registration, Mary and Joseph 
went to Bethlehem, five and a half miles south of Jeru¬ 
salem, for that had been royal David’s home and every 
family or clan had to register at its place of origin. 

Having arrived at Jerusalem after a journey that 
normally took three or four days, they continued their 
way south and, after an hour’s walking, reached the 
elevation of Mar Elias. From here they had their first 
sight of Bethlehem, a small town built on a limestone 
ridge, 2,500 feet above sea level. The valley between 
was crowded with men, women and children, camels, 
sheep and dogs, for the Emperor’s edict had set the 
whole land in motion. Down into the valley they made 
their way, and then up the rocky ascent to the town 
gate. The huge courtyard of the inn or khan was full 
of beasts, whilst their owners occupied every available 
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space on the slightly raised and sheltered platforms 
surrounding it. The town’s accommodation being all 
engaged, Joseph and Mary made their way to one of 
the rock-cut stables for cattle, and there—just outside 
this small town in the hill-country of Judea—Jesus was 
born; and Mary herself “ wrapped the Child in swad¬ 
dling clothes and laid Him in a manger.” 

It was a single angel who brought the good news to 
some shepherds on night-duty. But no sooner had the 
message been delivered than the herald-angel was joined 
by a multitude of other heavenly spirits to sing the first 
Christmas carol: “ Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth peace among those with whom He is well 
pleased.” Then, in the ensuing silence, the shepherds 
said: “ Come! let us go unto Bethlehem.” 

In most essentials these shepherds would have had 
much in common with the shepherd in W. H. Hudson’s 
A Shepherd’s Life, who for fifty years had been on the 
downs and fields, day and night, seven days a week. 
Like him, they came from a long line of shepherds; 
as he would lie nightly with his sheep, so would they ; 
they too were long-lived, hard-working, seasoned men. 
Such were the first men to be privileged to see Him 
whom Abraham and David had yearned to see. 

On the eighth day after His birth the Christ—the 
word is the Greek equivalent for the Hebrew Messiah 
—was, like any other little Jewish boy, circumcised, 
and received the name of Jesus, which means Saviour— 
the name foretold by the angel at the Annunciation. 

The Temple Steps 

On the fortieth day after His birth, the Holy Family 
presented itself at the Temple in Jerusalem: Mary to 
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undergo some form of legal purification and to make 
the stipulated offering, which in her case was a pair of 
turtle-doves or pigeons, the offering of the poor ; Jesus 
to be “ redeemed,” since the first-born of man or beast 
was the property of the Lord. The fee for His release 
was five shekels, or more than a pound sterling. But 
the most vivid recollection of Mary and Joseph that 
day was of an old man named Simeon taking Jesus into 
his arms and thanking God in his Nunc Dimittis for 
allowing him to live to see this Child, destined to be 
a Light for the Pagans no less than the Jews. Then, as 
Mary took the Child back into her arms, Simeon told 
her that henceforth mankind would be divided into two 
opposing camps with regard to her Son. Deep would 
be her sorrow, like a sharp sword piercing her very soul. 
To a very old woman named Anna, a widow and at 
least eighty-four years old, it was also given to recognize 
who Jesus was. And because her heart was full of 
Him, she could not but speak of Him to all those 
undefeated who had watched and prayed for His 
advent, as a nation at war looks forward to the coming 
of peace. 

The Magi’s Visit and its Sequel 

In the meantime, from somewhere east of Palestine, 
certain wise men had been travelling to Jerusalem, con¬ 
vinced that the King whose birth in Palestine they had 
deduced from their study of the stars, was none other 
than the long-expected Messiah of the Jews. Herod, 
the hated usurper, hearing of their arrival in Jerusalem 
and their enquiries, summoned them to his palace, 
probably that same night, and heard their story. 
Already determined to murder the Child, he would use 
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these men as his spies. If they found the Child, they 
were to report back to him. So they quietly rode out 
of the town. To their immense joy the light they had 
seen in the East reappeared, and when they reached 
Bethlehem it seemed to contract into a focus of light 
guiding them to the house in which the Holy Family 
was now living. They entered ; and finding the Child 
with Mary His mother, they adored Him; and taking 
the richest products of the fabulous East from their 
saddle-bags, they offered Him their gifts of gold, frank¬ 
incense and sweet-smelling myrrh. Then they returned 
home by another route to avoid Herod. The Holy 
Family too stole quietly out of the little town and in 
three or four days were safely across the frontiers into 
Egypt. Herod, in a blind fury and to make assurance 
doubly sure, ordered the dozen or so baby boys up to 
two years of age in Bethlehem and its neighbourhood to 
be killed. The feast of these Holy Innocents, who died 
instead of Christ, was formerly called Childermas in 
England. 

Herod’s last official act was to pass the death sentence 
on his eldest son, and five days after its execution he 
himself was dead. He had sacrificed, with ruthless con¬ 
sistency, everything to the one idea that possessed him 
—the retention of power, to which he had murdered, 
cheated, begged and bludgeoned his way. With the 
Emperor’s sanction Herod’s legacy was divided among 
his three sons: Archelaus became ruler of Judea, 
Samaria and Idumea until 6 a.d., when, because of his 
tyrannical misgovernment, his territory was incor¬ 
porated into the province of Syria and governed by 
procurators who were despatched direct from Rome 
and resided at Caesarea; to Antipas was left Galilee 
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and Perea; Philip received the territory in the north¬ 
east. 

When Joseph and Mary learnt of Herod’s death, they 
left Egypt, intending apparently to settle at Bethlehem ; 
but the news that Archelaus, a true son of his father, 
was ruler in Judea, caused them to return to Nazareth. 

The Early Years 

Palestine, an oblong in shape, 150 miles long and 
40 to 60 miles wide, is about the size of Wales or the 
American state of New Hampshire. It is bounded on 
the west by the blue Mediterranean, and on the east by 
the Jordan, which flows along the deepest depression 
on the earth’s surface. Beyond the Jordan stretches 
the desert. Palestine has always been a passage 
between the sea and the desert, a trade route between 
Africa and Asia, a buffer state between opposing races, 
cultures and empires, where East and West have met in 
conflict. The home of the Jews was Judea in the 
south, a plateau scored by the deep scars of numerous 
ravines that recall Dartmoor or the Peak district. It 
slopes steeply on the west to foothills, and is separated 
on the east from the Dead Sea by precipices and a 
barren tract of wilderness, desolate to the last degree of 
desolation. High on this plateau stands Jerusalem, a 
walled fortress, twice as old as most European capitals. 

To the north lies the comparatively open country of 
Samaria. Its inhabitants, forbidden to participate in 
the sacrifices of the restored Temple, worshipped 
instead on Mount Gerizim and were the relentless 
enemies of the Jews, who regarded them as aliens 
because their stock was deeply modified by Assyrian 
blood. 
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Farther north, in Galilee, is to be found the most 
beautiful scenery in Palestine. Here the hill backbone 
of Palestine forks, and in between lies the broad fertile 
plain of Esdraelon. At the head of this plain rises a 
ridge of hills. A narrow track rose up over the shoul¬ 
der of these hills and ran down into a small cup of a 
valley fourteen hundred feet above the level of the 
Mediterranean. On the western slope, like a con¬ 
formable geological deposit, its houses rising in tiers, 
lay Nazareth, which was to be the home-town of Jesus 
for thirty years. It was situated a day’s journey from 
the Mediterranean on one side and the Sea of Galilee 
on the other, and was three miles south of Sepphoris, 
the provincial capital. From its hilltops the children 
of Nazareth had a magnificent view of most of the 
traffic of Palestine: one of the oldest trade-routes in the 
world, that from Damascus to Egypt, passed very near 
to Nazareth, and they could watch the transport camels 
laden with exports and imports as they moved slowly 
along, tied one to another and strung out in line, with 
the driver on the leading one; or they could admire 
the alert little Egyptian donkeys, reputed to be the best 
in the world. 

The chief intellectual and moral training of the 
children was given at home by the parents. The 
position of schoolmaster would probably be occupied 
by the official who was charged with the safe-keeping 
of the synagogue and its scrolls. Jesus habitually 
spoke Aramaic. Very early on He had a thorough 
knowledge of the Jewish bible and in His recorded 
teaching there are nearly a hundred references to the 
Old Testament. Greek was the language of commerce, 
and Latin the official language. 
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Lost and Found 

When the boy Jesus was twelve years old, Joseph 
and Mary took Him with them to Jerusalem for the 
feast of the Passover. It was spring and the rich plain 
of Esdraelon was a vivid green. The slopes of the 
Galilean hills, knee-deep in flowers, were loud with the 
chatter of swarms of swallows, swifts and martins rest¬ 
ing on their journey from Africa to Northern Europe. 
The Holy City, the symbol and centre of the Jewish 
religion, seated all alone on the top of the Judean hills, 
was reached after a journey of three or four days. Its 
narrow, tortuously twisting streets were thronged with 
Jews from every corner of Palestine and the Roman 
Empire. Its arcades and alleys were full of fascinating 
shops and bazaars, some of them hardly bigger than 
cupboards. 

The eight days of sacrifices and ceremonies passed 
swiftly, and the vast, cosmopolitan streams of pilgrims 
started from the city gates homeward-bound. The 
first day’s march began in the afternoon, and it was 
probably that night, at the khan in the village of El- 
Bireh, that Mary and Joseph missed Jesus. They had 
assumed that He was travelling with friends or with 
boys of His own age, for every twelve-years-old Jew, at 
least in Palestine, was expected to make a special effort 
to visit the Holy City at Passover. Unable to find 
Him, they retraced their steps, fear and anguish grip¬ 
ping their hearts. When they came upon Him on the 
third day, in the Temple cloisters, they found Him 
sitting cross-legged among the audience grouped round 
the rabbis, all obviously profoundly impressed by the 
intelligence of His questions and answers. To Mary’s 
gentle reproach. He replied as Son of Him whose 
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Temple this was. Why this search? Where else 
would He be, except in His Father’s house and about 
His Father’s work? They did not at the time fathom 
the meaning of these first recorded words of Jesus, says 
St. Luke, who must have derived these childhood 
memories from our Lady herself. He now adds, for 
the second time, that Mary treasured them and pon¬ 
dered over them. 

The Hands of a Carpenter 

Like His adoptive father, Jesus followed the carpen¬ 
ter’s trade. The metal tools used at Nazareth were in 
their essentials the same as those with which for three 
thousand years the Egyptians had been making chairs, 
tables and beds, and it would take a boy many years to 
become a skilled workman. Saint Joseph seems to 
have died before the public life of our Lord commenced, 
and Jesus the Carpenter became the support of the 
home at Nazareth. The building and repairing of 
floors, roofs, stairs, doors and interior fittings was 
fatiguing, repetitive work, yet full of interest. One had 
to be a connoisseur to find the right timber from which 
to fashion, for example, a plough. The tree had to be 
cut in the spring when the running of the sap allowed 
the bark to be stripped; it had to be stacked to let it 
season slowly; it had to be sawn, and this needed con¬ 
fidence and a good eye as well as muscle. It was 
thirsty, sweaty, back-breaking work, requiring skill, 
patience and judgement. When darkness began to fall 
Jesus would lock up the shop to return home, and 
bending His head under the low lintel would enter the 
house to find the oil-lamp already lit, the bread baked. 
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the water drawn, the clothes mended, and the evening 
meal ready. 

In 14 a.d. Augustus, the first Roman Emperor, died. 
In 21 a.d. Sepphoris ceased to be the provincial capital, 
its place being taken by the new and elegant city built 
by Herod Antipas and named Tiberias in honour of 
the new Emperor. Built on the western shore of the 
Sea of Galilee, it served as a sort of soldiers’ leave- 
centre and there, too, Antipas built his summer palace. 
But in the autumn, probably of 27 a.d., all the talk in 
Nazareth and Palestine was of John, who was preaching 
and baptizing in the Jordan near to Jericho and not 
far from Herod’s luxurious winter palace. 

Trumpeter, Rally Us! 

After the death of his aged parents, which probably 
occurred when he was still young, John had made his 
way to the desolate waste-land lying westwards of the 
Dead Sea, a few hours journey from his birthplace. 
There he had consciously dedicated his life to a slowly 
shaping purpose. Clad in a coarse camel-hair cloak, 
like Elias of old, girded round the waist with a leathern 
belt, and eating merely what the desert provided, locusts 
and wild honey, he had equipped himself for his task 
in life as a patrol steels himself to face death. 

Then one day he appeared, to the north of the Dead 
Sea, flaming with the urgent message of his mission. 
He preached on both sides of the bleak, hot lower 
Jordan valley, in Judea as well as in Perea, the territory 
of Antipas, where stood the fortress and luxurious 
winter palace of Machaerus. The two pivotal points of 
his preaching were repentance and the imminent 
approach of the Christ. The axe was ready to cut down 
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every barren tree; the broad-pronged fork was ready 
to separate the grain from the chaff. He attacked the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, secure in their Jewish birth¬ 
right, for their smug indifference. The true descend¬ 
ants of Abraham should be humble as he had been. 
Reform, like charity, should begin at home, and to each 
category of enquirers, soldiers, tax-collectors and cus¬ 
toms officials he explained in detail how it was not a 
change in occupation that was required but a change 
of heart. On all he urged social justice and charity. 
He that had two coats should give to him who had 
none. 

Those whom his words convinced confessed their 
sins and were plunged into the waters of the Jordan 
by him or by one of the group of disciples that was 
forming round him. But this baptism, he insisted, was 
only preliminary to the true baptism in the Holy Ghost, 
which would purify and consume all imperfections like 
fire. He, John, was only the forerunner beating out a 
path for the Christ; the herald, the outrider, the mes¬ 
senger for Him whose shoes he was not fit to undo. 
He was only the “ best man,” not the groom, and his 
own joy would consist in the ready welcome they gave 
to Jesus. Thus patiently and humbly, no agitator or 
rebel, he rallied the immense crowds that came to see 
and hear him, calling on them for a spiritual renewal, 
so that this time Israel should not be unprepared. And 
we know that his cry found an echo in many a heart. 


PART II 

The First Year 
A.D. 28 

“ Contest Thou to me ? ” 

When Jesus, too, came, guided by the will of His 
Father, for baptism, John said that he knew Him not. 
Yet, arrested by the visible holiness of this unknown 
working man, and stirred by a strange premonition, he 
hesitated and was troubled much, as one day Peter 
would be at the Master’s washing his feet. 

John’s premonition was changed into supernatural 
certainty when, after the baptism, heaven itself seemed 
to open, the Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus as a 
dove, and the voice of the Father proclaimed His 
eternal pleasure in His “ Beloved Son.” As on the 
Baptist, wrote Cardinal Newman, 

. . . so on us at whiles, it falls to claim, 

Powers that we fear, or dare some forward part; 

Nor must we shrink as cravens from the blame 
Of pride, in common eyes, or purpose deep ; 

But with pure hearts look up to God, and keep 
Our secret in our heart. 

World Protagonists 

Immediately after His baptism, Jesus left the busy 
Jordan valley and went alone into the bleak and moun¬ 
tainous country between Jerusalem and Jericho to fast 
and pray. For a long time, the ancient Enemy of Man¬ 
kind had watched this strange man over whom he had 
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never had any hold and whom, during childhood and 
boyhood and manhood, he had found invulnerable. 
Was He then indeed the “ Beloved Son ”? If not, 
could He be rendered unfit for His vocation as the 
Jewish leaders had been? Could the prophet be per¬ 
verted? Choosing the hour when he supposed our 
Lord’s will would be weakest to resist, when His body 
was faint with fasting and clamant for food, the 
tempter said: “ If thou be the Son of God, why not 
change these stones into bread? ” In itself there was 
no sin in making the bread ; but it was not His Father’s 
will; and though the hunger was hard to bear, yet He 
would trust and await His Father’s good pleasure. If 
Jesus here made answer that man does not live by bread 
alone. He also showed, later by the lakeside, the most 
profound and loving compassion for the immense multi¬ 
tudes suffering from hunger. 

The spirit of evil returned to the charge. Since His 
trust was so complete, let Him fling Himself from a 
Temple tower into the Temple courts. If He did that 
without being killed, the gazing crowd would be 
stunned into accepting Him as the Messiah, and He 
would atone stroke attain His.goal. 

Finally, from a high mountain, the rebel prince of 
darkness showed Him the kingdoms of this world. To 
the east lay Babylon, now buried beneath the drifting 
sands; to the west lay Rome, mistress of the world. 
All these Satan claimed as his own, and all these would 
be His, if He would accept the idea of a purely temporal 
kingdom. 

Throughout the temptations—and a choice between 
ultimate allegiances confronts every individual—Jesus 
remained complete master of the situation. In every 
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case He replied with a point-blank refusal, and in the 
words of the Scriptures. He would never work a 
miracle for His own comfort or glorification, nor would 
He found a merely national political kingdom. He 
named the tempter, tore the mask from his face, and 
with just indignation and utter contempt commanded 
him to withdraw. The conflict would reach its climax 
in the Passion, but there would never be any compro¬ 
mise or parley. 

Small Beginnings 

After His long retreat, our Lord returned to where 
John was baptizing in a stream in Transjordan, at 
Bethania, opposite Jericho ; for in spring the snow on 
the Lebanon melts and the waters of Jordan rise. To 
hostile representatives from Jerusalem, the Baptist 
repeated the purpose of his mission, adding that now 
the Messiah was known to him. The following day he 
pointed Him out, the Lamb to be offered to God for the 
sins of the world. When two young Galileans, Andrew 
and John the Evangelist, approached Jesus, he invited 
them to accompany Him to where He was staying. 
Within a week Jesus had chosen five of the twelve des¬ 
tined to form His staff. John the Evangelist could 
recall in his old age the exact hour, four o’clock, when 
first they met; Andrew enlisted his brother Simon, 
destined to be Christ’s chief of staff; Philip enlisted 
Nathanael. 

Jesus at the Wedding 

All were Galileans and together they proceeded north 
until they reached Cana, Nathanael’s home-town, five 
miles north-east of Nazareth, where Jesus worked His 
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first miracle, symbolic of the greater miracle of Christian 
baptism and of Christianity itself, and 

Inspired cold water with the warmth of wine. 

When Jesus, perhaps unexpectedly, arrived with His 
newly-won disciples, the small town was celebrating the 
wedding of a friend of His Mother. All naturally were 
invited, and all came. During the meal, Mary foresaw 
that the wine would not last, and that such a failure 
would be extremely embarrassing to the newly wed. 
So she simply stated the case to Jesus in words that 
were really a prayer. 

Very tenderly He replied, addressing her with the 
title with which He would address her in His last words 
to her from the Cross. It was out of regard for her that 
He deigned to advance the hour for the manifestation of 
His miraculous power. He seems to have wished to 
stress forever this fact. Then He bade the servants fill 
the six water-pots with clean water and take some to the 
head waiter. The latter, not knowing whence it was, 
chaffed the bridegroom for keeping the best wine until 
the end. As each water-pot contained twenty gallons, 
the quantity of wine would last for the week or two 
during which all the townsfolk were accustomed in 
Eastern fashion to partake of the open-handed hospi¬ 
tality. 

Irresistible A uthority 

After the wedding our Lord and His Mother with 
their relations and the disciples went to Caphamaum 
(probably Tell Hum, on the north-west coast of the 
lake or sea of Galilee). The town was a rallying point 
for pilgrims, bound for the Passover and bent on 
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travelling by the sheltered valley route. The way led 
through Perea to the Mount of Olives, opposite which, 
across the Cedron brook, stood Jerusalem, with its 
white and gold Temple. The vast enclosure surrounded 
by an enormous wall was divided into courts. The 
court of the Gentiles, beyond which no Gentile might 
trespass, had gradually become a bazaar or market 
place where pilgrim Jews from Egypt, Greece, Italy and 
elsewhere changed their money and bought the oxen, 
sheep and doves needed for sacrifice. The dramatic 
scene now described by St. John may be identical with 
that assigned by the other evangelists to the last week of 
our Lord’s life. In it we see our Lord entering the 
court and, consumed with zeal for the glory of His 
Father and determined to end the abuse. He makes a 
scourge of little cords and, armed with this whip, 
advances with uplifted arm and begins to clear the 
court. He drives the cattle outside the gate, overthrows 
the money-changers’ tables, and commands the dove 
dealers to take their cages outside. The Temple 
authorities, indignant but nevertheless conscious of the 
justice of Christ’s action, asked for a divine sign that 
He was authorized to interfere. To these perverse 
leaders of the people who were planning the Fore¬ 
runner’s arrest, as one day they would crucify the Christ, 
Jesus would give only one sign—the Resurrection. 

Nicodemus 

The fame of Jesus and His bold vindication of the 
sanctity of the Temple stirred the admiration of a lead¬ 
ing Pharisee named Nicodemus. This elderly rabbi, 
a man of learning and rank, came under cover of dark¬ 
ness to where the young prophet was staying. A few 
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points have been preserved of our Lord’s instruction 
which lasted until long after the lights in the city had 
been extinguished. As physical birth is the gateway to 
the material world, so the supernatural birth of baptism 
is the gateway to a supernatural, hitherto unknown 
life; what is born of the flesh is flesh and cannot 
rise above its source; therefore, to enter the Kingdom 
of God there is one indispensable condition: the bap¬ 
tism of Christ which is a regeneration, a renaissance by 
the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

Nicodemus prudently regained his house before 
dawn. A member of the Sanhedrin, or native govern¬ 
ment, he later defended Jesus, but it was so timid a 
defence that it succeeded only in exasperating his col¬ 
leagues. He was a leader, and could have influenced 
opinion. He did not condemn Jesus, but he allowed 
Him to be condemned. He openly professed his faith 
after the Master had been crucified. 

Fort Machcerus 

As soon as the Passover was finished, Jesus left the 
capital, but remained in Judea until the arrest of the 
Baptist. There He preached and His disciples began 
to baptize some converts. Among some friends of the 
Baptist this caused jealousy, for they regarded the bap¬ 
tism of penance as theirspecial prerogative. But John, 
the bridegroom’s friend, was filled with joy as the num¬ 
ber of Christ’s disciples grew. “ He must increase, I 
must decrease,” he insisted. Now John had openly 
reproved Herod Antipas for living with Herodias, the 
wife of his half-brother, Herod Philip, and the woman 
was bent on his destruction. So too were the Pharisees. 
One day therefore when the Baptist crossed over into 
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Perea, Antipas sent soldiers to arrest him and imprison 
him in the fortress of Machaerus, overlooking the Dead 
Sea. 

A Woman of Samaria 

Hearing of His forerunner’s arrest, our Lord decided 
to retire north into Galilee and to take the shorter route 
through Samaria. At midday on the second day the 
little group, hot, tired and smothered in limestone dust, 
reached the outskirts of Sychar where Jacob, surnamed 
Israel, had come with his flocks in search of water 
seventeen hundred years earlier. Whilst His disciples 
went into the town to buy food, Jesus sat quite simply 
on the edge of Jacob’s well at the bottom of which, 
some eighty feet down, bubbled the delicious, clear, 
ice-cold spring, fed by the water from Mount Gerizim. 
Soon there arrived a young woman carrying a jug on 
her head or shoulder and a leather bucket in her hand. 
This she proceeded to let down by means of a rope and 
soon the jug was filled. Taking the initiative our Lord 
said to her: “ Give Me to drink.” She was astonished 
that a Jew should talk to a Samaritan. Then raising 
her thoughts towards spiritual realities. He offered her 
the gift of divine grace which is like a fountain in the 
invisible depths of the soul, rising, if unchecked, to the 
height of its source, and brimming over into life eternal. 
Gently the Saviour of the world awakened in this loose¬ 
living woman a sense of sin and guilt, without which, as 
Cardinal Newman always maintained, “ there is for 
man, as he is, no genuine religion.” She felt the need 
for prayer, but where? At Jerusalem, as the Jews said, 
or on Mount Gerizim as the Samaritans claimed? In 
reply He revealed the limitless horizon open to 
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Christianity. Malachias had foreseen it: “ In every 
place there is sacrifice and there is offered to My name a 
clean oblation. For My name is great among the 
Gentiles, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

Faith, any sort of faith, will out. Leaving the water- 
pot, the woman hurried into the town and urged the 
people to come and see the Christ. Meanwhile the 
disciples had returned with food. But our Lord had 
forgotten His thirst and hunger in His thirst for souls. 
There was a harvest of souls all ready to be garnered, 
and He pointed to the Samaritans coming down the 
road to invite Him to stay with them. He spent with 
them two days full of lessons for His future Apostles. 

A Boy of Capharnaum 

Bidding farewell to the Samaritans, our Lord con¬ 
tinued His journey to Galilee, and was welcomed again 
with immense joy by the people of Cana. On the day 
of His arrival, a Jewish ruler, one of Antipas’ govern¬ 
ment officials, who had come up from Capharnaum, 
begged Jesus to accompany him home, a journey on 
foot of seven hours, for his little son was dangerously 
ill. He declined, but healed the boy at a distance. 
The father returned home and was met by his servants 
who confirmed that the boy’s fever left him precisely at 
one o’clock, the time, that is, when the request had 
been made. The father’s vivid faith spread to his 
household with the result that his wife, their little boy, 
and the servants all believed that Jesus was the Christ. 

A Sabbath at Nazareth 

From Cana our Lord continued His journey to 
Nazareth. On the Sabbath the Jews assembled in the 
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synagogue, which was more like a school than a church, 
since sacrificial public worship was confined to the 
Temple and outside Jerusalem there was no religious 
hierarchy. Any Jew who could read Hebrew had the 
right to ask to read and explain the Scriptures. Jesus 
rose up to read, was given the sacred scroll, unrolled 
it and read in Hebrew a short passage from Isaiah, after 
which he translated the passage into the Aramaic dialect 
used in Galilee, drawing from it the lesson of God’s 
mercy not limited by race or country. The authority 
with which our Lord spoke immediately impressed all, 
“ for He was teaching them as one having power, and 
not as the scribes.” 

But He soon left Nazareth to make His headquarters 
at Capharnaum, twenty miles away. Situated on the 
north-west shore of the Sea of Galilee, on the road 
connecting the whole East with Egypt and the Mediter¬ 
ranean, and possessing a custom-house busy with 
exports and imports and a garrison, this frontier town 
was ideal as a centre from which to work. The Lake 
itself is more than six hundred feet below sea-level, is 
thirteen miles long and half as wide, and has been 
described as finer than any of the lakes of Westmorland 
or Cumberland, and almost as majestic as Loch 
Lomond. The water is fresh and clear and cooled by 
the melting snows of Hermon, and a considerable fish¬ 
ing industry still survives. 

A Day at Capharnaum 

A day in the life of our Lord at Capharnaum is 
recorded for us almost in full. In the morning He 
preached in the synagogue, explaining the Law so that 
the people were astounded, amazed, and in admiration 
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at His teaching. One result of His sermon was that a 
man was set free from the unclean devil that possessed 
him. This victim of diabolical power had managed to 
enter through the crowded doors and, exasperated by 
the voice of Jesus, had broken the silence with a wild 
cry of despair. Our Lord immediately stood over him, 
uttered an authoritative word of command and, after 
one last spasm, the man rose, calm and free. After 
leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with His four disciples 
to the house where Peter was living. There He healed 
Peter’s mother-in-law so that she was able to rise from 
her bed and provide them with a meal. The afternoon 
was spent at Peter’s house. With the ending of the 
Sabbath rest at sunset, the whole town thronged round 
the house, bringing the sick and possessed, and the 
whole route to Peter’s house was lined with sick-beds. 
Without fetichism, incantation, cabalistic formula, or 
any other artifice, without even a diagnosis, Jesus healed 
them, rejecting none. 

Before dawn next day our Lord noiselessly left the 
house and went through the quiet streets of the sleeping 
town to a deserted place to pray—as man, our Lord 
had need of help. His plan was not to wait for the 
people to come to Him, but to go forth to meet those 
hesitant souls whom He so passionately longed to draw 
into the higher and more intimate unity of His King¬ 
dom ; and so He set out on the first of at least three 
missionary tours of Galilee, one of which was to be 
attended by the most brilliant success. 

Fishers of Men 

Peter and Andrew and John, after they had been 
directed by the Baptist to Jesus, had doubtless accom- 
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panied Him during His ministry in Judea and, after¬ 
wards, on His return to Galilee, had returned to their 
nets. Now they were to fulfil literally the counsel of 
perfection to leave all and follow Christ. Early one 
morning Peter and Andrew were standing by their boat 
cleaning the nets after a night’s fishing, and Zebedee 
and his two sons, James and John, were seated in a 
second boat repairing the nets. They were all in part¬ 
nership, for boats, nets, the wages of the hired men, and 
the right to fish in the lake all required capital. 
Towards them came our Lord, surrounded by a large 
eager crowd. Getting into Peter’s boat, He asked him 
to withdraw the boat slightly from the shore and, from 
this improvised pulpit, spoke to the people. Having 
finished speaking, Jesus bade Peter launch out into the 
sea and let down the nets. Although they were tired 
after their night’s work, and doubtless dispirited at their 
lack of success, Peter did as he was told, and after an 
hour’s rowing gave the order to lower the heavy net, 
to handle which required six or eight men divided 
between two boats. Both ships were soon nearly sink¬ 
ing with the miraculous catch. Whereupon Peter, 
flinging himself at the Master’s feet, begged Him not to 
stay: “ Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O lord.” 
Our Lord replied that he would receive the power to 
draw souls from the sea of sin into the bark of His 
Church and to bring them to the harbour of Heaven. 
The four young men, leaving Zebedee and the hired 
•men to sell the fish, followed Jesus. 

The Leper. 

Of our Lord’s first tour of Galilee only one event is 
mentioned, the cure of a leper as He was about to enter 
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Capharnaum on His return. As the disease was con¬ 
sidered contagious, lepers had to avoid all contact with 
others, and if they begged they had to keep themselves 
at a distance. But this man, who was full of the 
terrible disease, appeared in His path and threw him¬ 
self at the feet of Christ, crying from his heart: “ Lord, 
if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me clean.” Moved by 
the man’s trust. He touched him. “ I do will it. Be 
thou made clean,” He said, and instantly the healing 
and the cleansing flowed through the leper’s wasted 
body as the scourge left it. To avoid the ovations of 
the people. He imposed silence on the man, for the time 
being at least, and reminded him of his obligation to 
offer in Jerusalem, after his cure had been certified by 
a priest, the sacrifice prescribed by Moses: a ewe and 
two lambs for the rich; a lamb and two doves for the 
poor. Our Lord was to heal other lepers. One day, 
whilst crossing the Galilee-Samaria frontier on His way 
to Jerusalem, He healed a group of ten lepers of whom 
only one, a despised Samaritan, in the joy of his healing, 
came to render thanks to his benefactor. 

Opposition 

The Pharisees were essentially not a priestly party, 
but a kind of religious fraternity of reformers turned 
reactionaries. Like so many Eastern people they were 
caste-ridden and professed an unyielding contempt for 
aliens and those who knew not the Law and the tra¬ 
ditions of the elders. They had the ear of the people 
and the tremendous success of our Lord’s evangelization 
of Galilee aroused their hostility. The beginnings of 
this struggle are revealed in the following five events 
which scandalized these stern sectarians. 
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Down through the Roof 

The news of our Lord’s return had spread quickly 
and, once again, the crowds were gathered in and 
around Peter’s house. Inside the house our Lord took 
this opportunity to speak the word and so engrossed 
were His hearers that it was only when a shower of 
earth fell on their heads that they looked up and were 
amazed to see a man on a mattress being lowered 
through a gap in the roof. Four men, determined to 
reach Jesus somehow, had carried a paralytic on to the 
flat earth-covered roof by means of an outer stair, and 
dug a hole in the thatching which was composed of 
beams covered with branches and a thin coat of clay. 
The people in the house squeezed against the walls as 
the ropes were slowly paid out until the stretcher rested 
on the ground at the feet of Jesus. They believed that 
all misfortune was due to sin. They knew that only 
God can forgive offences against God. So that when 
our Lord said: “ Son, thy sins are forgiven thee,” the 
Pharisees were scandalized. He then, with a word, 
healed the sick man, having asked His critics why, if 
His power to heal was beyond dispute, they should 
doubt His power to forgive. He had claimed the power 
to forgive sins and the miraculous cure attested it. The 
crowd, glorifying God who “ gave such power to men ” 
in the person of Christ, made a way for the man who 
had been healed, whereupon Jesus rose and went 
towards the shore. 

An even greater Miracle 

There He again preached the gospel. Afterwards 
He continued His walk until He came to Antipas’ 
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custom-house staffed by the despised officials called 
publicans, men often harsh, indifferent and corrupt, 
whose unpopular duty it was to inspect, cross-question, 
issue permits, and enforce the payment of duties on all 
imports and exports. One of these officials on duty 
at the time was a quiet reserved Jew called Levi 
(Matthew). Jesus called this man, as He had called the 
fishermen, to follow Him. Matthew responded at 
once, resigned his position and to mark the event gave 
a farewell dinner to his former colleagues, to which he 
invited our Lord and His disciples. As the disciples 
emerged from the house after the meal, the Pharisees 
expressed their indignation that Jesus should “ eat 
and drink with publicans and sinners.” Our Lord 
intervened and quoted a well-known proverb; it was 
precisely because such men needed Him that He would 
become intimate with them. 

The rarity of His disciples’ fasts was a third matter 
for reproach. Apart from the fast-days of obligation, 
the Pharisees, and some of the Baptist’s disciples fol¬ 
lowing their example, observed fast-days of devotion 
twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays during at 
least part of the year. Why did not our Lord’s dis¬ 
ciples observe these fasts too? Our Lord replied with 
a comparison which contained a guarded prophecy of 
His Passion and Death. Would a bridegroom enjoin 
mourning on his groomsmen during the week of his 
wedding? He spoke of Himself. The Church would 
fast when her Bridegroom had been violently taken 
from her. In any case Christ never meant His disciples 
to adopt the collection of practices which the Pharisees 
had added to the Law. He had not come to patch 
the rotten garment of Pharisaism or to pour the new 
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expansive spirit of the Gospel into the thin, unsupple 
wine skins of official Judaism. 

Doing Good on the Sabbath 

When God bound the Israelites to celebrate the 
seventh day He meant it to be a day of rest for the 
people, whom He had liberated from servitude in order 
to take them into His own service. Hallowed through 
God and through communion with Him, it was some¬ 
thing social and unifying. The morning service was 
followed by the principal meal and by the practice of 
hospitality, and twice we read of Jesus being invited 
to a meal on a Sabbath. But the Rabbis had by a 
whole series of fantastic regulations succeeded in per¬ 
verting its very purpose by making man a slave of the 
Sabbath. They were scandalized because our Lord’s 
hungry disciples plucked the ears of corn and rubbed 
them with their hands. They objected that this was 
tantamount to reaping and threshing and, therefore, a 
violation of the Sabbath. In reply our Lord first 
quoted from their Scriptures a well-established prece¬ 
dent in the life of David. In the second place, all the 
work connected with the service of the Temple was 
lawful, yet He was above the Temple. Thirdly, their 
criticism was not only unjust, it was a violation of the 
supreme law of charity. In conclusion. He cut right 
through to the bone of the business by declaring that 
He was the Lord of the Sabbath. Since it was estab¬ 
lished solely for man’s good, it was for Him to judge 
what was lawful. Before very long His Church, using 
the powfer transmitted to her, would observe the Sunday 
in place of the Jewish Sabbath and would celebrate the 
day with joyfulness, in remembrance of His Resurrection 
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and in anticipation of her reunion with Him for 
eternity. 

To protest against the teaching of the Pharisees whom 
a merciless scrupulosity had made cruel and inhuman, 
our Lord, on another Sabbath, in the synagogue at 
Capharnaum, cured a sick man, possibly a mason, 
whose right hand was withered and useless, and it is the 
only occasion on which anger is attributed to Him. 
These men would do for an animal what they would 
not do for a man. 

This fifth incident provided the Pharisees with their 
witnesses. As they were in the territory of Antipas 
they sought out some of the Herodians attached to his 
court and discussed with them how to remove Jesus. 

A Choice of Twelve 

It was when His enemies began to form a united front 
against Him that Jesus clearly signified that His work 
would still be carried on after He was gone. He would 
found His party, choose His ministers, and lay the foun¬ 
dation of that society which would be His Church. 
Before taking this tremendously important step He 
ascended one of the heights, supposed to be the Horns 
of Hattin, a saddle-shaped hill overlooking the lake, 
and spent the whole night in prayer. Next morning He 
would make a choice of twelve from among His 
numerous disciples and call them Apostles, and His 
chief preoccupation henceforth would be slowly and 
patiently to train them, so that He could hand on His 
mission to them and send them as His messengers, 
envoys, delegates, ambassadors, first to the Jews and 
then to all nations. All that night He was thinking of 
His future leaders. When dawn broke and He had 
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called His disciples together. He named one by one the 
chosen Twelve. The first six to take their places at 
His side were those whom He had chosen immediately 
after His Temptation. The list is given four times in 
the New Testament and Simon, called by our Lord, 
Peter, which means rock, is always placed first, 
although he had not been the first to come to Him. 

The Sermon on the Mount 

He now descended with His Apostles and disciples 
from one of the high Horns to the broad level platform 
below, and when the crowds that were arriving from all 
parts had settled down. He began the Sermon on the 
Mount. As it is given in chapters five to seven of St. 
Matthew’s gospel, it would have lasted about half an 
hour, though St. Matthew’s method was to group things 
together according as they entered his mind through an 
association of ideas. The Lord’s Prayer, for example, 
seems to have been delivered later in response to a 
request. 

The Sermon opens with the eight Beatitudes, so 
called from the Latin adjective, meaning Blessed, with 
which all commence. Oh, how blessed and happy 
and to be congratulated are those who obey God and 
endeavour to carry out His will: the poor in spirit of 
whom Mary sang in her Magnificat, and who seek other 
and better things than the riches or honours and the 
good things of life; the meek who practise long endur¬ 
ing patience as did St. Paul; those who mourn as the 
Magdalen did and learn in suffering to draw nearer to 
God; those who hunger and thirst after justice as 
Zachaeus, the rich publican who gave half his goods to 
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the poor and restored fourfold whatever he had wrong¬ 
fully acquired ; the merciful who are forgiving and show 
kindness to others as the father of the Prodigal Son ; the 
clean of heart, pure in spirit as well as in body, who 
seek God with singleness of purpose and simplicity as 
St. John the beloved disciple; the peacemakers of 
whom the supreme example is Jesus Himself who came 
to reconcile the world with God ; those who suffer per¬ 
secution or humiliations for Christ’s sake as the 
Apostles who, after being scourged, went rejoicing that 
they were worthy to suffer reproach for the name of 
Jesus. To all such men will Christ’s reward be 
granted, partly on earth, completely in Heaven. They 
are to be congratulated as the son of a king is con¬ 
gratulated on his future destiny. Of this series of 
Beatitudes, St. John Chrysostom, in the fourth century, 
could truly say that “ It begins with tears and closes 
with blood ; the weak are summoned to the most virile 
heroism.” 

But woe to those “ rich ” who do not understand the 
complete poverty of success that is purely worldly, or 
the deep riches of poverty that is only in this world’s 
goods ; the “ filled ” who have no hunger for justice and 
charity; the egoists who criticize everything and do 
nothing to relieve the misery of others; woe to those 
whom all men praise. Our Lord by no means con¬ 
demns all praise for He goes on to tell His followers 
that they are to be the fine, pure salt in an otherwise 
insipid world ; the light of a world plunged in intellec¬ 
tual and moral darkness. Their good deeds would 
light up the darkness like a lamp on a stand, and 
would stand out like a town on a hill; but they were to 
do them to please God and not to be seen by men. 
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A Man will be measured by his Love. 

In the second part of His sermon our Lord compared 
Christian perfection with Jewish holiness which He had 
come not, certainly, to annul, but to complete and 
raise to charity. He made the old law luminous as He 
surveyed six of its precepts and gave them a new 
dimension. The commandment forbidding murder 
forbids also resentment, and prescribes the practice of 
fraternal charity; the commandment forbidding adul¬ 
tery forbids even voluntary lustful glances and pre¬ 
scribes purity on all; marriage is to be an indissoluble 
contract as it was in the beginning; their simple affir¬ 
mation should be as reliable as any oath; they must 
strive to overcome evil by good; to do good to, and 
pray for, not merely their neighbours but even their 
enemies so that the sunshine of their love and the rain 
of their mercifulness fall gently on all. “ Be ye there¬ 
fore perfect,” our Lord said, “ as also»your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” 

The Day of Small Things 

In the third part of His sermon, our Lord insisted that 
they should perform the threefold duty of almsgiving, 
prayer and fasting to please God and not to be seen by 
men. In their daily lives they should trust in God ; an 
immoderate attachment to riches or an exaggerated 
anxiety over temporal necessities betrays a pagan lack 
of confidence in God who created them and is their 
Father, their infinitely good Father. In their daily 
relations with others, let them be active in treating 
them as they themselves would like to be treated. 
Criticism, though sometimes necessary, should never be 
harsh. Holy things, even good example, should be 
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given with discretion. The way of perfection is narrow 
and steep, but it leads to happiness. False guides will 
seek to avoid the royal road of the Cross; such men 
have their heads in the clouds and their feet on shifting 
sand; the earth will crumble and they will fall while 
gazing at the sky. But he who believes and reduces 
his belief to practice, he is like one who digs and builds 
on rock. 

It is no wonder that the people were in admiration at 
His doctrine. He omitted the formula of the prophets 
—“ Thus saith the Lord ”—and pointed to Himself: 
“ You have heard it said ... but I say unto you.” Such 
language would be altogether intolerable in a mere 
prophet, in any one except in Him of whom the Father 
said: “ This is My beloved Son: Hear ye Him.” The 
Evangelists several times mention how the people hung 
on our Lord’s words. We know how Charles Dickens, 
when a Parliamentary reporter, was once so moved 
with emotion at a speech by Daniel O’Connell that he 
was unable to record it. 

Our Lord’s speech was concrete, full of local colour, 
strength, depth and gentleness. But His words must be 
read according to their spirit and not solely according 
to their letter. If the Gospel praises the saint who 
turns his left cheek to one who has struck the right 
cheek, it also praises the strong man armed who defends 
his house and thereby ensures peace. Because he saw 
only a Christ preaching non-resistance to evil, Tolstoy 
converted two hundred millions of moujiks into a bleat¬ 
ing pack of sheep handed over defenceless to the knife 
of a handful of hired assassins. It is one thing to 
sacrifice your life and your own temporal interests and 
to suffer without resistance a wrong which affects you 
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alone; it is quite another thing when others are affected. 
If your resignation or your silence jeopardizes the cause 
of truth, it is criminal to be resigned or silent. The 
Sermon on the Mount is a part but not the whole of the 
Gospel. 

The Centurion 

When, at the close of the Sermon, our Lord returned 
to Capharnaum, a centurion, that is a subaltern who had 
risen from the ranks and was in command of about 
a hundred soldiers, asked Him to heal his servant struck 
by paralysis ; or, rather, since he was a Gentile and still 
a pagan, he sent some Jewish elders to put his petition. 
This they gladly did for he was a friend of the Jews, 
having built them a synagogue with his well-earned pay. 
On learning that Jesus was approaching his house, this 
officer, trained on Roman lines but probably in the ser¬ 
vice of Antipas, and with a humility that matched his 
authority, sent the following message: “ Lord, I am not 
worthy —Domine non sum dignus —that Thou shouldst 
enter under my roof. Say but the word and my servant 
shall be healed.” His soldiers obeyed the least of his 
orders, and nature, he believed, was similarly subject 
to Christ; and the centurion’s exceptional faith 
obtained his servant’s cure. 

An Only Son 

The next morning our Lord set out from Caphar¬ 
naum to walk to Nain, about twenty-five miles away in 
southern Galilee. He was accompanied by a large 
crowd as well as by His disciples, for He loved the 
people and the people knew it. By evening they were 
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climbing the rough steep track leading to the village 
that lies half way up the northern slope of the rugged 
and barren ridge of Little Hermon overlooking the vale 
of Esdraelon. Five miles to the north-west lay 
Nazareth. At the entrance to the village they were met 
by a funeral procession bound for the cemetery which 
was a ten minutes’ walk away. The man who had died 
that day was an only son, the sole support of his mother, 
who was a widow. Her tears moved Jesus with pity. 
“ Weep not,” He said to her. Then approaching the 
open stretcher on which lay the body with the face un¬ 
covered, He touched it. The bearers stopped. With 
irresistible authority, the Divine Master said: “ Young 
man, I say to thee, arise.” The tears of immortal Nain 
were turned into praise at this unasked for miracle— 
the first of our Lord’s three miracles of raising the dead 
—and the report of it soon spread even to Judea. 

John’s Heroism 

It was about this time, perhaps even on this same 
day, when Jesus was daily working the miracles which 
attested His mission, that two disciples of the Baptist 
arrived with the message: “ Art Thou the Christ or are 
we to expect another? ” Time was passing and John’s 
disciples who were allowed occasional access to him in 
his prison were not only still unconvinced but jealous, 
as good people sometimes are. It was the wisdom of 
the Forerunner to fix their faith by directing their steps 
to Jesus. Our Lord’s reply would also fortify the Bap¬ 
tist as he fought against the physical depression of his 
dark and solitary confinement; faith, like purity, has to 
be maintained by a struggle. The messengers, having 
fulfilled the charge laid upon them, were invited to stay 
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awhile so that they might judge for themselves, and 
when they were leaving they were reminded that they 
should not expect all difficulties to be dissipated 
instantly. It would be their blessedness not to be 
scandalized in Him. When John’s messengers had 
gone, Jesus praised the unconquerable spirit and asceti¬ 
cism of the Forerunner, who had given up everything 
men think desirable, in order to speak to them. He 
excelled all the prophets that were before him, and yet 
the least of all Christians is greater in dignity than 
the greatest of all prophets. But that great dignity had 
to be earned. While the Pharisees like sulky children 
held aloof from the Forerunner because of his austerity, 
and from our Lord because of His courtesy, there were 
many prepared to commit themselves irrevocably. 

A Woman’s Heroism 

Such a one was the woman, perhaps Mary Magdalen, 
who had been a sinner and who anointed the feet 
of Jesus as He was at dinner. It happened in 
Galilee, possibly in Nain, shortly after the departure of 
John’s disciples. One of the Pharisees, named Simon, 
went so far as to invite the celebrated Prophet of Naza¬ 
reth to a meal, but had omitted the customary courtesies 
—water for the feet, the kiss of welcome, and oil for the 
head. The table was a hollow square surrounded on 
three sides by couches, the fourth being left open for 
the waiters. On the low couches on each side of the 
table the guests reclined with their knees doubled up 
and their feet turned outward and bare, since all sandals 
were removed at the threshold. The woman entered 
the room, cast herself weeping at the feet of Jesus, 
kissed them, wiped her tears from His feet with her 
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hair, and breaking the thin long neck of the fragile flask 
anointed them with oil. Jesus accepted her devotion. 
His kindness towards this sinner, says Lacordaire, has 
created saints in whom purity, phoenix-like, has risen 
from its ashes. Our Lord by means of a parable in 
which two debtors are forgiven, the one much and the 
other little, made the Pharisee admit that great forgive¬ 
ness evokes great love and love evokes forgiveness, and 
to the woman He said: “ Go in peace.” 

Many women joined the disciples and generously 
placed their goods at the disposal of our Lord, for His 
apostolate grew every day and His disciples had left 
their boats and nets to accompany Him as He travelled 
along dusty, undeveloped roads, homeless and often 
penniless, healing, encouraging, preaching, organizing, 
seeking to recruit adherents to a movement and a doc¬ 
trine. Was He overtaxing His strength? So thought 
some friends who came from Capharnaum, and even 
Nazareth, to take Him away one day when the house 
at Capharnaum was so crowded that He was unable 
to sit and eat. He was told that His mother and 
brethren—as relatives were called in the common usage 
of the time—were asking for Him. He replied that all 
who did God’s will were dear to Him and belonged to 
Him. To believe in Him and keep His word and bring 
it forth in the hearts of others was to be bound to Him 
by the closest of all possible ties. 

The Sermon by the Sea 

Leaving the house in Capharnaum, our Lord went 
down to the shore and, seated in a boat, with the crowd 
packed before Him on the beach. He revealed a little 
more of the mystery of that Kingdom, the spirit of 
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which He had described earlier in the year when the 
golden wheat had been cut. 

Good Ground 

But November had come—the time for the general 
sowing of corn when the sun-baked earth, softened by 
the early rains, was ploughed and sown. And Jesus 
used all this activity to explain and develop His teach¬ 
ing. By means of parables or comparisons. He strove 
to correct the false picture of an earthly kingdom 
accompanied by a restoration of the royal house of 
David and the proclamation of Jerusalem as the world’s 
capital. God, after having spoken in various and im¬ 
perfect ways through the prophets, was speaking now 
once and for all in a perfect and final manner. But the 
truth revealed to man would be received in different 
ways by different characters, as seed scattered in hand¬ 
fuls would fall on different kinds of ground: on soil har¬ 
dened by the passage of feet, or on stony ground, or 
among thorns, or on good soil. From the shallow- 
minded, Satan, like a bird of prey, would instantly 
snatch the truth away. Others would not have suffi¬ 
cient depth of character to hold on to it in the heat of 
temptation and in times of adversity. In others it 
would be choked by the thorns and cares and pleasure 
of life. But the rest would receive it with sincerity and 
without prejudice and because of their perseverance it 
would yield results as remarkable even as in the lives 
of the saints. 

Good Seed 

Again.our Lord compared the growth of the kingdom 
in individual persons and in the world to seed germinat- 
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ing secretly in fruitful silence until suddenly, some day, 
the field is full of golden corn ready for the reapers. It 
would grow and develop, as a tiny grain of mustard seed 
grows in Palestine, from a few people grouped round 
the Master. It would push its roots and branches in 
every direction, revealing the riches comprised in the 
original seed, assimilating, transforming, rejecting only 
what was poisonous. In that kingdom the good would 
exist with the bad, as in a field oversown at night by a 
hostile hand with cockle— 

“ Darnel, and all the idle weeds that grow 

In our sustaining corn ” — 

only at long last to be burnt. Yet the kingdom would, 
like leaven in a mass of dough, change the face of the 
earth and even its landscape, transforming family, pro¬ 
fessional and social life from within. It was like a 
treasure hidden in a field and uncovered, as it were, by 
accident—God’s gift to His beloved; to find that 
treasure, to possess that pearl, no sacrifice even that of 
life itself is too great. It was like a net which when cast 
into the sea contains all kinds of fish. The net is still 
in the sea; the final sorting will occur at the end of 
time when the net is drawn to shore. 

To the Jews who had come to dream of a Caesar- 
Christ who at one stroke would exalt them and intro¬ 
duce a golden age, this teaching of our Lord must have 
seemed surpassing strange. By His use of comparisons 
He meant to arouse their curiosity and to make them 
re-examine the current ideas of the kingdom and the 
Christ. It would take all the tact of a prudent 
preacher, before at long last they would accept the idea 
of a Christ saving the world from sin and not from 
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suffering; a Christ who would triumph through suffer¬ 
ing and not through worldly success ; a Christ who was 
not only Son of David, but Son of Man and Son of God. 

Majesty and Mercy 

Tired with the long day’s work, our Lord took ship 
that evening or some other evening for the eastern 
shore eight miles away. The long crowded boat had 
scarcely gained the open sea when night fell, and cold 
winter winds from the mountains sweeping through the 
surrounding hills whipped the low-lying lake into 
a fury. The disciples, losing control, roused Jesus 
as He slept, utterly exhausted, in the stern. Jesus rose 
to His feet immediately, silenced the winds with a 
word and the surface of the water became as smooth as 
a mirror. 

When the boat at length grounded on the beach 
opposite Tiberias and almost as soon as Jesus stepped 
ashore, there bore down upon them one who must have 
terrified the Apostles more than the sudden fury of the 
sea. The man, possessed by an unclean spirit, was a 
sort of maniac whom none could restrain, who wore no 
clothes and lived among the tombs, howling like a beast 
and cutting himself with sharp jagged stones. There, 
in the dead of night, Jesus confronted him. The man 
hurled himself at Jesus, then suddenly paused and fell 
down before Him. Jesus delivered the man—and the 
neighbourhood—from the power of the would-be 
destroyer and permitted the horrible thing, or a whole 
legion of them, to enter into a herd of two thousand 
swine which were feeding nearby and which were 
immediately carried down the hillside and drowned in 
the waters of the lake. As Chesterton wrote: 
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It is only when we understand that Christ, con¬ 
sidered merely as a prophet, can be and is the 
popular leader in the love of natural things, that 
we can feel that tremendous and tragic energy of 
His testimony to an ugly reality, the existence of 
unnatural things ... He understood better than 
a hundred poets the beauty of the flowers of the 
battle-field ; but He came out to battle. And if 
most of His words mean anything they do mean 
that there is at our very feet, like a chasm concealed 
among the flowers, an unfathomable evil. 

The people of the neighbourhood gathering together 
in the cold morning light petitioned the young Prophet 
to leave their country but the man, rejoicing in the pos¬ 
session of his new freedom, ran down to the boat and 
begged to be allowed to accompany his benefactor. 
Instead Jesus bade him remain as a missionary among 
the people of the Ten Towns. 

Health and Resurrection 

When the well-known boat again touched the busy 
quayside at Capharnaum, a great crowd was waiting to 
receive our Lord. But they respectfully made way for 
a man named Jairus, a prominent citizen, perhaps the 
president of the synagogue, and probably one of those 
who had earlier approached Jesus on behalf of the 
centurion. It was his own twelve-years-old daughter 
this time who was dying. Our Lord instantly set off 
for this man’s house. As He made His way through 
the crowd a woman, suffering twelve years from a kind 
of incurable haemorrhage, furtively approached Him 
and timidly touched one of the woollen tassels hanging 
from the hem of His robe and knew herself instantly 
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healed. Jesus stopped. Who had touched His tunic? 
Almost anyone might have crushed against Him in that 
crowd. Timidly the woman came, knelt and confessed 
that it was she. Drawing her gently to her feet, our 
Lord reminded her that it was her faith that had in¬ 
clined His mercy to her, and it was faith again that He 
enjoined on Jairus, when, during this delay, news came 
that his little girl had died. Taking only Peter, James 
and John, our Lord entered the house, calmed and dis¬ 
missed the mourners, approached the bed with the three 
Apostles and the girl’s father and mother, and taking 
the child’s hand said: “ Little one, arise! ” And then, 
with immense thoughtfulness, Jesus reminded the father 
and mother that the little girl was hungry, not having 
eaten for some time. 

Truth begets Hatred 

Twenty miles from Capharnaum is Nazareth. Leav¬ 
ing the house of Jairus, our Lord went there with His 
disciples and there they saw how the Master met with 
failure. As He spoke, the curiosity of His fellow towns¬ 
men gave way to jealousy. He spoke what He had 
heard from the Father; but had He not grown up and 
shared their life for thirty years? Why had He not 
worked at Nazareth the miracles He had worked at 
Capharnaum? When, faced with their unbelief, our 
Lord recalled how certain Gentiles had of old been 
preferred to Jews, the Sabbath meeting broke up in 
disorder. They dragged Jesus to the top of the hill 
and would have cast Him down it. But something held 
them—perhaps it was the same look from Jesus that 
later in Gethsemane flung His enemies to the ground— 
and He walked untouched through the midst of the 
brutal crowd. 


PART III 

The Second Year 
A.D. 29 

The Mission of the Twelve 

The Apostles had been chosen to be with Him and 
learn from Him so as to go forth later entrusted with 
His revelation and invested with His power. For many 
months now they had shared His life. They had just 
seen Him rejected, but above all they had seen His 
enormous personal popularity and the rapid, amazing 
success of His methods. 

Now the time had come for a completely novel 
experiment. They were to travel in pairs throughout 
Galilee. It would give them experience. It would be 
a test of their loyalty and leadership. It would be a 
preparation for their future work and responsibilities 
and, moreover, the harvest was ready for the scythe. 
He gave them detailed instructions adapted to the 
country and destined to promote freedom of action 
and confidence in God. They were going forth to 
labour. They were to live the plain, hard way, taking 
neither food nor bag nor purse nor money. They were 
to travel on foot in the simplest kind of footwear and 
carrying at the very most a wooden staff. They were 
to lodge with some good family and remain there during 
their stay in the town. They were, for the present, to 
confine their mission to the Jews and in the face of 
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hostility and indifference they were to shake the dust of 
the place from their sandals and move on. 

Armed then with these instructions, and invested 
with Christ’s authority and power, the Apostles went 
forth and “ preached that men should do penance; and 
they cast out many devils and anointed with oil many 
that were sick, and healed them.” As they moved 
through the territory of Herod Antipas urging on all 
the need for repentance, it seemed to his guilty spirit 
that the past was alive again. He had beheaded the 
Baptist and the Baptist had returned in the prophet of 
Nazareth! ft had been a despicable, brutal murder, 
committed in fulfilment of a drunken oath, and at the 
request of the daughter of the vindictive woman with 
whom he was living, after a meal which turned into an 
orgy, given to his ministers and officers to celebrate his 
birthday. John’s disciples had buried the body and 
brought the terrible news to Jesus. 

Feeding Five Thousand Men 

Many of the Twelve Apostles had been originally 
disciples of John. When, therefore, they returned to 
Capharnaum from their mission, tired but happy, our 
Lord invited them to come apart with Him and they set 
off for a secluded picturesque place in Herod Philip’s 
territory near the point where the Jordan enters the 
lake and the grass is a vivid green. But someone or 
other must have seen them take ship and guessed the 
direction they were taking, for a crowd quickly gath¬ 
ered, and set off along the coast road to await His 
arrival. Our Lord had pity on them, for they were like 
hungry, harassed sheep that had been abandoned, and 
He began to teach them many things. But when it 
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grew late the disciples became anxious, for the 
people had brought no food with them. The only food 
to be had was what a small boy had to sell: five coarse 
barley loaves and two salted fishes. “ Bring them to 
Me,” our Lord said. He then bade the Apostles mar¬ 
shall the crowd in groups of fifty and a hundred and 
make them sit down on the green grass. Then, looking 
up to Heaven and giving thanks, He blessed the flat 
round loaves, broke them and gave them to the disciples 
to be distributed. He did the same with the dried 
fishes and in His hands they became sufficient to supply 
the wants of five thousand and more, and what was left 
over, when all were completely satisfied, filled twelve 
small baskets. Such was the effect of this miracle on 
the people that they wanted to take Him by force and 
make Him king in Jerusalem. “ This is indeed the 
Prophet,” they said, “ who was to come into the world.” 
But Jesus made the Apostles embark and the people 
disperse, and in the gathering darkness He Himself went 
up the neighbouring hill overlooking the lake to pray ; 
on the morrow He would deliver a discourse which 
would test even the Apostles’ faith. 

Walking on the Water 

As He was praying a gale blew up from the west and 
against it the ship struggled in vain, until, in the early 
hours of the morning, Jesus was seen to be walking 
towards them on the waves. Peter stepped boldly out 
of the boat to meet our Lord, but the faith that gave 
him courage began to fail him, and Jesus caught his 
hand and led him back to the boat. The wind dropped, 
and they landed south of Capharnaum. As they 
marched north each square and court was filled with 
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sick seeking to touch but the hem of our Lord’s gar¬ 
ment. When at last they reached Carpharnaum, the 
crowds of yesterday were waiting to greet Him. He 
began to address them, then led them into the syna¬ 
gogue, and continued His sermon. 

The Promise of the Eucharist 

He spoke to them of another kind of food than the 
one they had received the previous day, one that would 
satisfy the deeper hunger of the soul and give it eternal 
life, one that was imperishable and living. Himself, His 
flesh under the appearances of bread. Our Lord’s 
hearers had no doubt of what He meant. They took 
Him literally—and left Him. It was a hard saying, and 
it was no less hard for the Apostles. Turning at last 
to the Twelve, He asked whether they meant to go also. 
Peter, thinking he was answering for them all, cried: 
“ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life, and we have believed and known Thou 
art the Holy One of God.” Judas had not departed, 
but Jesus was not deceived. “ One of you,” He said 
quietly, “ is a devil,” and our Lord’s words were punc¬ 
tually verified a year later when the promise of the 
Eucharist was fulfilled. 

And so ended His first year’s preaching. 

A V isit to Jerusalem 

Some time after the Paschal season, our Lord went 
up to the Holy City for the feast of Pentecost. Near 
Sheepgate, through which passed the sheep, “ pure, no 
victim maimed,” on their way to the Temple, there was 
a public bath, the pool of Bethzatha, with colonnades 
on all four sides and a fifth across the centre. Whoever 
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entered the water when it suddenly foamed and 
bubbled up was, they said, cured. There was one poor 
cripple who, because of some form of paralysis, had 
never managed to descend the stairs into the water in 
time. Jesus approached this man and, although it was 
a sabbath, instantaneously healed him of his thirty- 
eight-years-old infirmity, and, again, in spite of it being 
the sabbath when no burden could be carried, com¬ 
manded him to carry away his thin mattress. As the 
man marched with it down the street, he was stopped 
and questioned by the authorities, but he could not 
even name his unknown benefactor. When, however, 
he had met our Lord in the Temple and been solemnly 
warned to avoid sin in the future, now that he was freed 
from a paralysis his own sins had caused, he joyfully 
went and announced his discovery to the Jewish elders. 
This information only served to strengthen their deter¬ 
mination to destroy Jesus in spite of all the evidence in 
His favour given by the Baptist, by His own words and 
deeds, by Moses who “ wrote of Me ” and the Father 
who “ hath given testimony of Me.” 

Cleanliness and Godliness 

Because of the persecution of the Jewish leaders, 
our Lord left Judea and returned to Galilee. He was 
followed by their servants and agents, who found fault 
one day with His disciples because they had omitted 
the legal washing of hands before eating. In defence 
of them, our Lord directly attacked the hypocrisy of 
the Pharisees. They scrupulously accepted the circum¬ 
ference of the Law and denied its centre, and with a 
cunning born of experience were using their traditions 
as an excuse for shirking their most elementary duties. 
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For example, a son could make an offering or obla¬ 
tion of his money to God without necessarily losing the 
use of it. If his parents then stood in need of his help, 
he was relieved of his obligation to support them simply 
by informing them that his money was corban, that is, 
reserved to God. 

Then addressing the crowd, since the Pharisees, 
blindly attached to their own ideas, were heading 
towards self-destruction, our Lord insisted that 
external legal purity profited nothing if half the soul 
was dirt. Spiritual defilement comes from within, 
from cold pride concealed in the soul, not from mere 
food as such. 

An Importunate Mother 

Moving still farther north, our Lord with His 
Apostles went for the first time in His ministry into the 
Roman province of Syria and into the heathen land of 
Phoenicia on the Mediterranean. The two chief cities 
of Phoenicia, or Canaan, were Tyre, from which ships 
had sailed as far as Cornwall, and Sidon, twenty miles 
farther north. In spite of our Lord’s desire to remain 
incognito for a time. He was recognized by a pagan 
woman who begged Him to heal her daughter who was 
at home troubled by an evil spirit. Our Lord seemed 
to refuse ; His mission was to the lost sheep of Israel; 
the chance of the pagans would come later. It would 
not be right. He said, to take the children’s bread and 
give it to dogs. But the woman, kneeling before Him, 
persisted. She was an alien and a stranger, a despised 
Canaanite, yet even little dogs could have the crumbs 
that fell from the table. Moved by the sublime 
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audacity of her faith, Jesus immediately granted her 
request. 

Deaf and Dumb 

From Sidon, nearly seventy miles from Capharnaum, 
our Lord and His Apostles turned eastward and cross¬ 
ing the Jordan travelled south through the pagan region 
of Decapolis, or Ten Towns, which was ruled by Herod 
Antipas’ milder brother, Philip. There He healed, 
among others, a deaf and dumb man. A familiar 
gesture of our Lord, and one the Apostles learned to 
use, was to lay His hands on the sick. But on this occa¬ 
sion, after taking the man and his friends apart from 
the crowd. He placed His fingers in the ears and a little 
saliva on the tongue of the deaf-mute, prayed and said 
aloud: Ephepheta ! the Aramaic word for “ Open! ” 
And immediately the man was able to hear and speak. 

“ I will not send them away fasting " 

The journey through Decapolis may have taken three 
days. By the third day a crowd of four thousand men, 
not to mention women and children, had gathered 
about Jesus. Although His main concern now was to 
prepare the Apostles for the time when they would have 
to carry on His mission alone. He had an immense pity 
and love for the “ multitude,” and it was for the “ multi¬ 
tude,” as He said, that He was to shed His blood. Here 
in Decapolis, because they had followed Him far from 
their homes, had exhausted their provisions and were 
hungry. He pitied them and repeated the miracle of 
feeding the multitude, this time with seven loaves and a 
few fishes, and the remnants filled seven large baskets. 
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A Miracle for a Blind Man 

On reaching the lake, our Lord paid a short visit to 
Galilee where another clash occurred with the Phari¬ 
sees. These influential teachers were joined this time 
by their rivals, the wealthy, sceptical Sadducees, a sect 
to which the High Priest belonged. They boldly 
demanded a sign from Heaven, bread or fire, for 
example, or universal darkness. Our Lord refused to 
gratify their demand. As Keble truly wrote : 

The deaf may hear the Saviour’s voice, 

The fettered tongue its chain may break ; 

But the deaf heart, the dumb by choice, 

The laggard soul, that will not wake. 

The guilt that scorns to be forgiven— 

These baffle e’en the spells of Heaven. 

No miracle would have convinced those sceptics. 
But a sign one day would be given, transcending all 
others and such as to convince whole nations: the 
Resurrection of Jesus Himself. He would be buried 
for three days, as Jonah was in the fish’s belly, and yet 
come back to life. 

In the boat as they returned to Philip’s territory, the 
Master warned His disciples against the poisonous 
leaven of the Pharisees. The character and teaching 
of Jesus alone would have sufficed to convince them, 
had they loved truth. His words were words of truth 
breathed from the lips of love. His miracles were so 
many deeds to rally His friends in the hour of tempta¬ 
tion. They were so many beacon lights to guide them 
towards the hidden realities of eternal truth. His 
teaching was a gradual process like His gradual healing 
of the blind man when the boat reached Bethsaida. In 
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this case Jesus put a little saliva and then His hands 
upon the man’s eyes and the man who had lost his 
sight began to see, indistinctly at first—men looked like 
trees—then, after our Lord had again placed His hands 
on his eyes, he was able to see clearly and distinctly. 

The Open Road 

Leaving Bethsaida, our Lord and His Apostles took 
the road leading to Caesarea Philippi, a town twenty- 
five miles to the north, rebuilt by Philip and re-named 
after Caesar Augustus. It was a boundary town with a 
famous temple to the god Pan and stood in a valley 
near the springs of Jordan from where snow-crowned 
Hermon rose nine thousand feet high. 

During the journey Jesus prayed alone as He had 
done before choosing His Apostles. Then He put two 
momentous questions to them. To His first question: 
“ Who do men say I am? ” they replied that He was 
supposed to be a great and wise man, the Baptist come 
back to life, Elias or some other great prophet. 

To His second question to the Apostles: “ Who do 
you say I am?” Simon Peter replied: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

The Promise to Peter 

Immediately Jesus solemnly blessed Simon for this 
profession of faith in a truth revealed to him by “ My 
Father who is in Heaven. And I say to thee : “ Thou 
art Peter ( Kepha) and upon this rock ( kepha ) I will 
build My Church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against it; and to thee I will give the keys of the king¬ 
dom of Heaven ; and whatever thou shalt bind on earth 
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shall be bound in Heaven, and whatever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven.” 

In this historic proclamation made to Peter after his 
confession of Christ’s Godhead, the Church of Christ 
is compared to a house which was to be built upon 
Peter. To Peter personally would be committed the 
keys of Heaven, and Peter’s decisions would be ratified 
in Heaven. Like every prophecy, this would become 
clear in subsequent history. What is very striking is to 
see how our Lord appropriates three great divine titles 
of the Old Testament—The Rock of Israel, the Key- 
Bearer, and (later) the Shepherd of Israel—and dele¬ 
gates these to Peter. 

The Rebuke to Peter 

The privileges promised to Peter were of the super¬ 
natural order only. They were not going to change his 
personal character. And before fulfilling His promise, 
our Lord would go to Jerusalem, be put to death and 
rise again on the third day. Amazed at this, the first 
clear prediction of the Passion and Resurrection, Peter 
detached himself from the others as they advanced 
towards the town and said to Jesus: “ God forbid! 
This shall not happen to Thee.” Jesus, turning to the 
group, indignantly rebuked Peter for his ill-considered 
words and, to remove .all possible risk of misunderstand¬ 
ing, He called the people around Him. To be His 
disciple meant self-denial and the cross, and the sacri¬ 
fice of self on the altar of a great cause for Christ and 
His Gospel. With Judas perhaps in mind, our Lord 
added: “ What doth it profit a man, if he gain the 
whole world—and suffer the loss of his own soul? ” 

There was nothing on earth to compare with man 
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and his eternal destiny which depended on a choice, on 
not being ashamed of Christ and His cross. But victory 
was certain. At the last day all would see Him coming 
in triumph; in thirty years the Roman world would 
resound with His teaching; in a week Peter, James and 
John would see Him momentarily in the glory of His 
Transfiguration, as He would be after the Resurrection. 

World Invisible 

The scene of the Transfiguration was Tabor—a 
dome-shaped hill, one thousand feet high and seven 
miles east of Nazareth—or perhaps Hermon. They 
had climbed the mountain with our Lord and fallen 
asleep. On their awakening, even as He prayed His 
face shone like the sun and His garments became 
radiant with the dazzling whiteness of snow. The 
masters of Judaism, Moses and Elias, who personified 
in the eyes of the people their ancient national 
traditions, were talking to Him about His death at Jeru¬ 
salem, where the Jews in rejecting Him would be reject¬ 
ing a friend of theirs. Then a luminous cloud 
descended, and out of the cloud came a voice confirm¬ 
ing Peter’s profession of faith in the divinity of Christ. 
As the three Apostles, pledged to silence, came down 
the mountain to rejoin the others, our Lord explained 
to them how Elias who was to precede the Christ had 
already come in the person of the Baptist. 

Return to Capharnaum 

At the foot of the mountain they found the other 
disciples surrounded by a crowd. These had failed to 
effect a cure and a man approached Jesus imploring 
Him to heal his epileptic son, possessed by a devil. 
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Ordinarily, as has been seen, our Lord demanded an 
act of faith in His supernatural power. But the man 
with tears in his eyes begged Jesus to help him in spite 
of his still imperfect faith. Jesus uttered the liberating 
words and the boy was healed. To the disciples who 
were miserable at their failure to do what He had done, 
Jesus replied that an evil spirit of that kind could only 
be driven out by prayer, fasting and faith. 

On the way home to Capharnaum our Lord again 
focused their attention on His imminent rejection at 
Jerusalem, as He would do more and more. But to 
His prediction of the Passion He always joined that of 
the Resurrection; the victory would not remain with 
the enemy. 

Entering Capharnaum, a tax collector approached 
Peter for the Temple tax which was now due. But did 
God to whom the tribute was paid expect His Son to 
pay it? Did kings collect taxes from their own sons? 
Nevertheless to avoid giving offence, Jesus would pay 
the tax for Himself and Peter. Jesus had no money, 
but Peter would find it in the mouth of the first fish 
he caught. 

True Greatness 

Once inside the house at Capharnaum, our Lord 
asked His Apostles what they had been disputing about 
on the journey. After Peter’s promised appointment 
the other Apostles had argued concerning their own 
relative rank. But knowing Jesus well enough to 
realize how displeasing to Him was mere selfish 
ambition, they all kept silent. He sat down, called the 
Twelve round Him and showed them in what true 
greatness consisted. The big man, the true Christian 
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leader, would be signalized by his devoted service to 
others, looking on them as his superiors. 

There was a child in the house. Jesus took the little 
Galilean in His arms. The humility of a child—that 
was the secret. A child feels its own helplessness and 
insufficiency and cries for food and support and com¬ 
fort. To receive a child in His name was to receive 
Him; to give a cup of water to the needy in His name 
would not go unrewarded ; but to take advantage of a 
child’s helplessness and detach it from Christ—for such 
a criminal, it would be better to be drowned with a 
great millstone attached to his neck. 

God’s Pardon conditional on Ours 

Such is the value of the soul that it would be better 
to sacrifice hand, foot and eye rather than imperil it. 
God has given the smallest child powerful protectors in 
Heaven. He has sent His only-begotten Son to seek 
and save that which was lost. Let them, then, like 
salt that seasons and preserves, be tolerant towards 
those in good faith such as the unattached disciple, 
whom John had met, during the mission in Galilee per¬ 
haps, and who was exorcizing in the name of Jesus. 
But let them strive unwearyingly to bring back all 
wanderers to a single track. Only if the sinner was 
obstinate should the Church treat him as a pagan whose 
company and conversation were contagious. Let them 
remain united in His name and He, their Head, would 
be with them. As the Church forgives the penitent so 
must the disciple forgive personal injuries, not merely 
seven times, as Peter suggested, but every time. Other¬ 
wise God would act as the lord in the parable acted on 
being informed that the servant, whom he had let off 
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a debt of two million pounds, had mercilessly and 
promptly sold up a subordinate who owed him a paltry 
two. 

The Reality behind the Symbols 

Autumn came “ laden with fruit and stained with 
blood of the grape,” and, when the last field had 
been reaped and the harvest stored, the people made 
their way to Jerusalem with thankfulness, for a week’s 
feasts and offerings. It was called the festival of 
Tabernacles, or Tents, because the pilgrims, like their 
forefathers in the wilderness, camped out on the 
Mount of Olives and in the country around Jerusalem, 
eating and sleeping in tents or huts made by throwing 
poles across forked upright poles, and then covering 
the whole with green branches or reeds. 

As a pillar of fire had guided their forefathers by 
night, so in the October darkness after the evening sacri¬ 
fice the whole Temple rose up like a fairy palace lit by 
four enormous torches standing on four lofty pillars 
seventy-five feet high. As the people moved in proces¬ 
sion they too carried lights and danced or sang hymns. 
Jesus arrived in the middle of the week having made 
His way to Jerusalem quietly and without ostentation 
despite the promptings of His sceptic kinsfolk. 

Young Men in a Hurry 

The route followed was the shorter one that led 
through Samaria. In one village the Samaritans 
proved themselves very difficult and James and John 
found the doors shut in their faces when they went 
ahead to arrange for somewhere to spend the night. 
These two brothers quickly lost their tempers. Should 
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they call down fire from Heaven to consume the inhos¬ 
pitable foreigners? But that was not our Lord’s way. 
He had come to save souls and would in six months give 
His life for their salvation. Let theirs be an attitude 
of patient tenderness, none the less strong for that. 

“ Come to Me ! ” 

Preaching in the Temple enclosure, our Lord 
reminded those who were determined at all costs not 
to accept His teaching that His statements were guaran¬ 
teed by divine authority. God’s truth could be under¬ 
stood only by those who humbly and sincerely tried to 
use it in their daily lives. It is like a hook, as St. 
Augustine said, which grips the fish only when the fish 
grips it. But the Pharisees had ceased to hunger and 
thirst for truth, and so, when our Lord healed a para¬ 
lytic, the only thing they could think of was the fact 
that it had occurred on a Sabbath day. 

On most days of the festival, water from the spring 
of Siloam was poured upon the altar and rain implored 
for the next crops. On the last day Jesus stood and 
cried to the whole people: “ If any man thirst, let him 
come to Me and drink,” and, having appeased his own 
thirst, let him become himself an overflowing fountain 
of happiness and truth to the profit and peace of others. 

So great was the effect of our Lord’s presence and 
preaching among the people whom the Pharisees called 
“ this multitude that are accursed ” and for whom Jesus 
would shed His blood, that the Temple police, when 
sent to arrest Him, dare not touch Him. Even a 
Pharisee, Nicodemus, protested, albeit timidly, in the 
Sanhedrin that they had not the right to condemn a 
man without a trial. 
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The Woman taken in Adultery 

That night our Lord descended to the Kedron, four 
hundred feet below the level of the Temple, crossed the 
valley and climbing the Mount of Olives spent the night 
in Gethsemane or Bethany. Early next morning He 
was again seated in the Temple teaching before a large 
audience when His enemies brutally dragged before 
Him a woman taken in adultery but not, of course, her 
no less guilty accomplice. It was a test case. If He 
pronounced for her death, as prescribed by the law of 
Moses, He would put Himself in opposition to the civil 
law of the Romans. If He acquitted her He would 
be accused of breaking the law of Moses. Instead, 
Jesus convicted her accusers themselves. Writing with 
His finger on the dust-covered flags of the Temple, He 
at first ignored them, but at last answered: “ Let him 
that is without sin among you cast the first stone.” 
One by one, the eldest first, they slipped away into the 
crowd that stood watching from a distance. Then to 
the woman He said: “ Go, and sin now no more.” 

“ 7 am the Light—of the World!” 

It was in the Temple, in the court accessible to 
women as well as men, and whilst the picture of the 
Temple rising like a pillar of fire in the autumn night 
was still fresh in men’s minds, that Jesus revealed Him¬ 
self as the Christ, the Light not of Israel only but of the 
entire world of men. His enemies could, of course, 
close their eyes and refuse to see the self-luminous 
splendour of His character, the sublimity of His teach¬ 
ing, His miracles of mercy. His fulfilment of prophecy. 
Yet they had only to open the shutters of their minds 
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for the light to pour in. The promise, given to Abra¬ 
ham the Hebrew and his seed for the benefit of human¬ 
ity, and which had shaped the history of the Jews, was 
being fulfilled in Him who was at once the Son of man 
and the Son of the Father. Abraham foresaw Me, 
our Lord said, yet before Abraham was born “ I am.” 
This solemn assertion made in the very Temple itself 
was considered a blasphemy, and His enemies would 
have stoned Jesus, had He not disappeared in the crowd 
and left the Temple. 

Our Lord again asserted His solemn claim to be the 
Light of the World on a subsequent Sabbath day, after 
giving sight to a well-known beggar, who was blind 
from birth through nobody’s fault. Jesus mingled 
saliva with dust, and spread it on the sightless eyeballs. 
The cure caused a sensation in the city and, although 
the Pharisees bullied and browbeat the beggar ar¬ 
raigned before them, he refused to be intimidated, and 
repeated the facts again and again. “ One thing I 
know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.” Rather 
than recognize a miracle the Pharisees rejected the evi¬ 
dence of the man’s parents and neighbours, and pre¬ 
ferred to suppose the man had never been blind. 
Finally they cast him out. But Jesus sought out the 
man who had so courageously and publicly spoken 
before the tribunal. Courage is a fair founda¬ 
tion whereon to build faith. Did he believe in the 
Messiah? 

“ Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him? ” 

“ It is He who is now speaking to you,” Jesus replied. 

“ I do believe,” answered the man, throwing himself 
at the feet of Jesus. 

The refusal of the Pharisees to believe was a sin 
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against the light. In St. Augustine’s words, “they 
claimed to lead a virtuous life independently of the 
law of Christ.” But Jesus was the only door into the 
sheepfold. Jesus was the Good Shepherd—strong, 
competent, kind. He knew all His sheep by name, and 
for love of His Father and to preserve and protect them 
He would sacrifice Himself, and die in the fullness of 
sacrifice. He was no hired servant. He owned them: 
they were His, defenceless yet united, devoted and faith¬ 
ful to Him. It was into this one society that Jesus 
admitted the outcast of the synagogue, and to it would 
be added the Gentiles until there was one flock under 
one shepherd. 

The Mission of the Seventy-two 

Shortly after the feast of the Tabernacles Jesus left 
Jerusalem and spent the next two months preaching in 
Judea and Perea before returning to the Holy City for 
the winter feast of the Dedication. From among His 
faithful followers He chose seventy-two and despatched 
them in pairs so that they could advise and encourage 
each other on a short missionary tour among Jew and 
Gentile. They were to heal sick bodies and sick souls, 
breaking the winter of their past, and rousing them 
to a radical amendment of life and reconciliation with 
God. 

The end was approaching at a gradually accelerating 
pace and our Lord wanted to ensure the final fidelity 
of His disciples. He warned one volunteer that allegi¬ 
ance to Him would be costly ; He himself was homeless. 
A second, like a soldier on the edge of battle, was told 
to leave to others his father’s burial. A third who 
wanted to go and take leave of his family was told 
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“ that a man who put his hand to the plough and then 
looked back was not fit to advance the kingdom of 
God.” Indeed their happiness depended on the 
measure of their self-sacrifice and self-transcendence. 
The cost of discipleship was nothing compared with it, 
so generous is the law of compensation running through 
God’s providence. 

When, a fortnight perhaps later, the disciples returned 
to acclaim their Master, their faces radiant with joy, 
our Lord told them how during their mission He had 
been watching the lightning defeat of Satan, the rebel. 
Their happiness so touched His heart, that exultant 
with joy He thanked His heavenly Father and exalted 
His wisdom in the distribution of His gifts. “ All 
things are delivered to Me by My Father; and no one 
truly knows the Father save the Son, and he to whom 
the Son shall choose to reveal Him.. . . Learn of Me 
.... For My yoke is sweet.” Let the people exchange 
the burden of a thousand petty observances for the 
peace-giving discipline of infinite love, and for love of 
God let them stoop to succour every human person in 
need or danger. 

“ Who is my Neighbour? ” 

Thus had the hated Samaritan acted when, travelling 
down the bleak Jerusalem to Jericho road, he found 
a man lying half dead after being attacked, beaten and 
robbed. The Samaritan, unlike the Jewish priest and 
Levite, had immediately dismounted and, without a care 
for his own personal safety and convenience, had dis¬ 
infected the man’s wounds with wine, bound them with 
bandages soaked in oil, taken the poor man to the near¬ 
est hostel in that windswept mountainous region, and 
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after staying the night, paid the landlord to look after 
him until he returned, and only then had he gone on to 
the city to keep his appointment. Since relations 
between Jews and Samaritans were so very embittered it 
is clear how revolutionary this teaching of Christ must 
have seemed to a people who tended to retreat from 
much charitable activity behind a wall of inherited 
prejudices. “ The moment anyone is ill-used,” said 
St. John Bosco, “ he becomes my friend.” 

The Family at Bethany 

This vivid teaching on the nature of true charity may 
have been given in the streets of Bethany, a suburb of 
Jerusalem through which ran the steep descent to 
Jericho, twenty miles away. In it stood the welcom¬ 
ing home of Lazarus, where quite possibly our Lord 
stayed during His visits to Jerusalem. When Jesus 
arrived, Martha and Mary, the two sisters of Lazarus, 
were both as usual anxious to honour Him. On this 
occasion Mary—identified by many with the Magdalen 
—was sitting at His feet listening to Him, whilst Martha 
was busy preparing a grand dinner. Suddenly Martha 
stopped before our Lord and impatientiy complained 
that her sister was no longer doing anything to help. 
In reply Jesus gently reminded her that sometimes there 
were more important things than cooking and laying 
tables. To Saint Teresa of Avila it seemed that 
Martha’s complaint was not merely of her sister: “ I 
feel sure that the chief cause of her sorrow was the 
thought that Thou, Lord, hadst no compassion on her 
for the labour that she was enduring, nor caredst 
whether or not she was with Thee. . . . Thine answer 
was that it is love alone which gives value to all things.” 


THE SBCOND YEAR 


71 


“ Lord, teach us to Pray /” 

It may have been near Bethany and possibly in the 
Garden of Gethsemane that our Lord gave His teaching 
on prayer at the request of one who had seen Him 
pray. The Our Father is the collective prayer of all 
men but especially of the Christian family, for we have 
Christ alone to thank for the assurance and reassurance 
that we are brothers and God is our Father. It is 
a passionate fervent prayer that God be reverenced, 
known, and obeyed on earth as He is in Heaven and 
that He would feed, forgive and protect the whole 
human family. Our Lord taught His disciples to pray 
and to keep on praying and He told them a story with 
a touch of humour in it of a rich householder, in bed 
and asleep, who got so tired of the persistent knocking 
on the door that he at last gave the importunate friend 
the bread he wanted. No prayer would go un¬ 
answered ; if it was not answered in the way they 
expected, that was because their heavenly Father 
refused to give them merely an apparent good, a stone 
that looked like bread for bread itself. 

Calling Good evil and evil Good 
A good man can sometimes be hated merely because, 
as Iago said, “ he hath a daily beauty in his life that 
makes me ugly.” So it seemed was the case with a few 
fanatics from Jerusalem. Our Lord’s miracles of 
mercy, and the multitude’s admiration and amazement, 
rankled as a reproof to men who despised the public 
even though its attention was the breath of their nostrils. 
These intellectual and nationalist party leaders—Scribes 
and Pharisees—viciously accused Christ of a sort of 
black magic: His exorcisms were successful because 
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He was in league with the devil. Pointing out that 
Satan would hardly be expected to help in casting out 
Satan, our Lord warned them against blaspheming 
against the Holy Spirit. The extreme malice of this 
extraordinary attack on God was akin to the irrevocable 
sin of Satan himself. Satan, our Lord warned them, 
although defeated, was making desperate efforts to 
return in greater numbers than ever. The people of 
Israel faced a dilemma—the terrible alternative of 
choosing or rejecting the Messiah. To be indifferent 
would in fact be to take sides. 

“ Blessed is the womb that bore Thee!” 

It was in her living allegiance to God’s will that the 
greatness of even His own mother consisted. She was 
blessed above all others because more than all others 
she heard the word of God and kept it. There lay the 
secret of utter happiness. Such was our Lord’s reply 
to a woman of the people who recognized and pro¬ 
claimed His greatness and the radiant splendour of His 
doctrine. But to the Pharisees with their settled pre¬ 
judices against accepting the signs He had given and 
their demand that He call lightning from the clouds, 
our Lord spoke words of sternest warning. Their 
lives were something more bleak than tombs; they 
performed the outward observances “ passing over the 
charity of God.” Even now they were preparing to 
murder the Christ. They had the ear of the people, and 
they poisoned it with bigotry and prejudice against Him. 

“ How much more you !” 

His disciples would be similarly treated first by them 
and later by the pagan power of Rome (and in fact after 
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one dreadful persecution Diocletian built a memorial 
“ to commemorate the effacement of the Christian 
name ”). But our Lord promised them the help of the 
Holy Spirit. They were not to fear those who could 
kill only the body; God alone and His judgement should 
be feared rather than any human judgement—even the 
judgement of history. What He had told them in 
obscure Galilee, they were to tell the whole world, con¬ 
fident that God’s providence would embrace them at 
least as much as it embraces a poor sparrow. They 
were to plan for the future, but not as if they were 
sufficient of themselves without a Father anxious to 
help. If their heavenly Father showed such wisdom 
in feeding the birds and clothing the flowers, would He 
not show infinitely more wisdom and goodness towards 
His disciples? Let them seek and toil for Heaven and 
holiness, and all the means necessary to attain that goal 
would be abundantly supplied. It was permissible to 
amass money, but on condition it and its use were 
subordinated to the attainment of that goal. 

Give God thy heart! 

When a self-preoccupied individual interrupted with 
the demand that Jesus should decide in a dispute be¬ 
tween him and his brother concerning an inheritance, 
our Lord declined to act as a sort of probate judge, but 
instead warned the Jews against covetousness. He told 
them the story of a “ fool ” so exclusively absorbed in 
his plans to build bigger barns, and fill them, and then 
“ rest, eat, drink and make good cheer,” that he valued 
himself, his real self, less than his external possessions. 
Then in the night came his last chance and God’s final 
warning: “Thou fool, this night thy soul will be 
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reclaimed from thee.” Excessive anxiety for the future 
could be faced and overcome only by a confidence in 
God reaching down to the root of life. Not even the 
most pressing problems of life should leave a man un¬ 
prepared to meet God at death. His coming might be 
delayed, or it might be so swift and sudden as that of 
a thief. A faithful servant would be ready, but not 
so a neglectful servant. Such a one might forget that he 
had a reckoning to give and might brutally and drunk- 
enly assault his subordinates, but one day there would 
be a reckoning and he would be punished. 

The coming of Christ and His death for men would 
unite them and, like ten thousand candles lit from one, 
a new peace and charity would spread among them. 
On the other hand, those to whom this world is all 
would persecute Him and His disciples. His coming 
meant peace between God and man, but it was also a 
challenge. By His coming the dichotomy was sharp¬ 
ened, where for long it had been all too blurred. Only 
hypocrites could fail to see that now was the time for 
decisions, and for reconciliation with God. These 
Jews were keen-sighted enough to see when a storm was 
blowing up or where their business interests lay. Why, 
then, should they turn a blind eye to the obvious signs 
that prophecy was now being realized, and the Christ 
heralded by the Baptist had now indeed come? It was 
a time of mercy, but the Jewish leaders would not 
respond to His mission. All on whom His warning had 
no effect would be uprooted as a fruitless fig tree has 
ultimately to be uprooted. They were a barren people, 
more concerned to criticize Him for healing a woman 
on the Sabbath than to consider His inescapable claim 
to be the unique Mediator announced by the prophets. 
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Faith fruitful in good Works 

After His teaching in Judea, our Lord went up to 
Jerusalem for the winter feast which celebrated the re¬ 
dedication of the Temple and the liberation of the 
country by the Maccabees. December in Palestine is 
cold and very wet, and our Lord preached for the 
most part in Solomon’s Porch walking as He taught. 
There He emphasized again the need for action in 
answer to the divine call: “ My sheep hear My voice... 
and they follow Me. And I give them life everlasting.” 
There too He solemnly declared: “ I and the Father 
are one thing . . . The Father is in Me, and I in the 
Father.” But the Jews, cold with pride, failed to recog¬ 
nize Him. “ It was winter,” wrote St. Augustine, “ and 
they were numbed and dull with the cold; for they 
made no effort to approach the divine fire.” Instead, 
the leaders of the people made ready to stone Him 
“ for blasphemy and because thou, being a man, makest 
thyself God.” 

Jesus and His little group fled therefore across the 
Jordan into Perea. There He was asked: “ Lord, are 
they few that are saved? ” Our Lord’s reply was to 
stress the need for effort, for obedience to the living 
law of God by which He saves men from the worst con¬ 
sequences of their rebellion, for penance, active service 
and patient endurance. Faith alone was not sufficient 
for salvation. “ Many will say to Me in that day,” 
our Lord declared, speaking of the day of judgement 
in words no prophet ever used, “ Master, Master, have 
we not prophesied in Thy name . ..? And then I will 
tell them plainly: Depart from Me, you that work 
iniquity.” 

Perea was Herod’s territory. “ That fox,” as our 
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Lord called him, unwilling to take violent action, sent 
Pharisees to persuade Him to go abroad. But our 
Lord refused to leave the country. When He did. He 
would do it freely. He had still nearly three months 
left Him. Then and then only, and in Jerusalem, when 
the city and hills were swarming with a million and 
more pilgrims from all parts of the Roman empire, 
would He deliberately offer His supreme sacrifice as 
Saviour of the world. 

A Lesson in Politeness 

Meanwhile, a very important Pharisee of Perea 
invited Jesus one day to dinner. Smiling perhaps at the 
way the Pharisees manoeuvred for the top seats, Jesus 
warned them against self-assertion. “Everyone that 
exalteth himself shall be humbled; and he that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted.” Then, moved by His 
love for the people especially the poor and all that 
“ labour and are burdened,” He turned to His host 
and suggested that in future he should invite not merely 
the aristocracy but the poor who would not be likely 
to return the invitation. Was not that God’s way? 
Were not the poor pagans going to fill His Church? 
Contemporary Judaism would not accept the invitation 
but His Apostles would carry it into the streets and 
lanes of the Roman empire. They would gather 
together good and bad, only at long last to be separated 
when Christ’s kingdom on earth was brought to its 
perfect fruition in the world beyond.' 

With a new urgency He warned the great multitudes 
of the need for renunciation if they would follow Him. 
Against the Christian horizon every relationship would 
be in new perspective, and every human love would be 
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irradiated in so far as it was subordinate to that greater 
love, of which human love is a reflection. “ He that 
loveth his father or mother . . . son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. And he that taketh 
not up his cross and followeth Me is not worthy of 
Me.” As a man about to build a house or go to war 
counted the cost, so it would be ridiculous for a man 
from the edge of the crowd to step into line after Him 
without realizing that the way led to Calvary. 

One sheep, one coin 

On the other hand when “ the tax-gatherers and sin¬ 
ners drew near unto Him to hear Him,” He spoke to 
them of God’s mercy and told them the three parables 
contained in the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke. God 
would never forsake them: He was like a shepherd 
who left all the sheep and at last finding the one that 
had gone astray in the wild tracts of country brought 
the poor silly thing back on his shoulders to the im¬ 
mense joy of all his friends and neighbours. The joy 
in Heaven when the least significant of sinners did 
penance was like the joy of a good housewife, whose 
unwearying search in every corner for a lost coin was 
at last rewarded; or the joy of a father at the return 
of his prodigal son. 

This lad, having demanded the share of the inheri¬ 
tance which his father would probably have given him 
one day, dissipated it, and before long was starving. 
At last there arose the thought of his father, and then 
of God Himself whom he had offended. Finally, dirty, 
ragged, emaciated, almost unrecognizable, he returned 
ready to serve in any capacity. But his father, recog¬ 
nizing him from a distance, ran to meet him, lovingly 
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kissed him, listened to his humble self-accusation, fitted 
him out with a new set of clothes, gave him the ring 
of a son and the shoes of a freeman, and celebrated his 
return with a banquet, music and dancing. The elder 
brother, however—like the scribes who “ murmured 
against Jesus, saying: This man receiveth sinners, and 
eateth with them ”—was merely angry. 

Time’s Value 

Our Lord directed two parables against the covetous¬ 
ness of the Pharisees urging these “ lovers of money ” 
to use their worldly riches to help the poor. If they 
did it now, then they would have someone to help them 
when death came. Why should they not think of the 
fellowship beyond death now, before they were 
deprived of all? To secure their future beyond the 
grave they should at least be as alert and alive as was 
the unjust steward to obtain employment. This clever 
rascal made it appear that the tenants owed their lord 
much less than they did so that at his dismissal he 
could more or less blackmail them into helping him. 

The purse-proud Pharisees who merely sneered at 
such teaching were in peril of a fate similar to that of 
Dives. He dressed and fed extremely well and did 
nothing apparently for which he could be blamed, 
except that he had no care for the poor. At his gate 
lay Lazarus, a beggar, full of sores, in the hope of 
getting some of the leavings from the rich man’s table, 
and the mangy scavenger dogs licked his sores. Both 
men died. The pauper’s soul was carried by angels 
into the presence of Abraham. The rich man was 
buried and from Hell his soul cried out to the Father 
of the Faithful begging him to send Lazarus with a 
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drop of water. But Abraham could do nothing for 
his “ son ” ; the gulf was impassable ; nor was Abraham 
moved to send Lazarus to warn the rich egoist’s five 
brothers as though they had not already been warned 
enough. Such men would not be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead. “ Time’s value ; he who loses, 
understands! ” 

Even those who assisted the poor, willingly served 
God and swiftly obeyed Him, were only doing what 
was fair and reasonable. Would a slave expect to be 
thanked for doing what he was commanded? “ I 
think not,” our Lord said. “ So you also, when you 
have done all things commanded, say: We are unprofit¬ 
able servants; we have done only what we ought to 
have done.” 


PART IV 

The Third Year 
A.D. 30 

A Grateful Samaritan 

Having reached a point, perhaps Scythopolis, seventy- 
five miles north of Jerusalem, on the border between 
Samaria and Galilee, Jesus turned south again with the 
Holy City as His final goal. 

At the entrance to a little village, a group of lepers, 
nine Jews and a Samaritan, old comrades in adversity, 
cried out from a distance, “ Jesus Master, have mercy 
on us.” Instantly our Lord called back to them bid¬ 
ding them go and show themselves to the priests; for 
they were quarantined until the priests had established 
the fact of a cure. Faithfully they set off to obey His 
command. His very words made the blood sing in 
their veins and, as they went, the dread disease left 
them. Their wasted bodies and disfigured faces were 
transformed. They were clean and fit to return home 
and to the society of their fellow men. Immediately, 
the alien Samaritan ran back and fell on his face at 
the feet of Jesus, thanking Him. Jesus contrasted the 
nobility of this foreigner with the shameful ingratitude 
of the nine Jews. 

“ Watch and Pray !” 

As He travelled through the villages of the Jordan 
Valley, our Lord continued His instructions about the 
Kingdom of God. It was both outward and inward, 
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both present and future. To the Pharisees who ironic¬ 
ally enquired when it would come. He replied that it 
was already among them. To His disciples, the nucleus 
of that great society. He spoke words of warning and 
encouragement: for they, like Him, would have to suffer, 
and the coming of the Kingdom, like the coming of the 
Christ, would be in struggle and weakness. But His 
second coming would be in majesty and victory and as 
clear and sudden as a flash of lightning and many, alas, 
would not be prepared for it. It was of vital import¬ 
ance, therefore, to watch and pray, patiently and 
humbly—patiently, like the wronged widow who drove 
an unscrupulous magistrate into doing his duty by the 
sheer persistence of her prayer; humbly, like the Publi¬ 
can in the Temple. This tax-collector, though belong¬ 
ing to a class universally despised, was a fully grown 
person because he had a sense of sin and guilt, and a 
live sense of his own insufficiency. His specific prayer 
for mercy was more pleasing to God than the self-praise 
of the Pharisee. 

Husband and Wife 

It was during this journey that some Pharisees ques¬ 
tioned the young Master about divorce—not whether it 
was lawful, but in what circumstances it was lawful, 
since Moses to appease them had permitted it. But 
the coming of our Lord marked the end of appeasement 
and a return to the basic moral principles that alone 
could save marriage from final catastrophe. He 
repealed the law allowing divorce and restored marriage 
to its primitive institution. God the Creator was the 
Author of matrimony and “ What God hath joined 
together,” Jesus said, “ let no man put asunder.” 
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The disciples were astonished at the uncompromising 
nature of this reply, and they spoke to Him about it 
when they reached their lodgings. But Jesus, looking 
down the valley of time and over the hills of eternity 
and seeing each individual case, every unsuccessful 
marriage as well as every successful one, retracted 
nothing. Husband and wife might separate, but 
divorce, with the right to marry a fresh partner, was 
prohibited absolutely. “ Everyone,” He said, “ that 
putteth away his wife and marrieth another, committeth 
adultery; and he that marrieth her that is put away 
from her husband, committeth adultery.” Our Lord 
ended His instruction by momentarily giving His dis¬ 
ciples a glimpse of a love higher even than that of 
wedded love: the love of one who would choose to 
renounce marriage itself for the sake of the King and 
His Kingdom. 

And Children 

Even as He was speaking a little group of mothers 
gathered before the house eager to have Jesus bless 
their little children. The disciples thought that these 
barefooted little boys and girls should not be allowed 
to trouble the Master. But Jesus was displeased with 
the disciples, and gathered the children into His arms. 
He who had come not to destroy, but to perfect human 
love, to bless it, protect it and keep its fire unquenched, 
had thought of these little ones when He was speaking 
on marriage, for divorce leaves its scar upon them. It 
was for such. He said, that the Kingdom was reserved ; 
for children and for those who, looking to God as little 
children look to their parents, deliberately strove to 
cultivate the virtues, the practical faith and genuine 
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obedience of childhood. Then Jesus laid His hands 
upon every child, blessed it, and bade them all farewell. 

A Good Rich Man 

Our Lord had scarcely resumed His journey south 
along the valley threaded by the winding Jordan, when 
the little cavalcade was halted by a young man who 
came running up as if afraid to miss Him. “ Good 
Master,” he said, “ what shall I do that I may have 
eternal life? ” When Jesus answered that he must 
keep the commandments, the rich young man assured 
Him that he had always done so. Jesus looked 
lovingly at him and, because He loved him. He pro¬ 
posed to him a more than ordinary perfection: “ If 
thou wilt be perfect, go sell what thou hast and give it 
to the poor and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven: 
and come follow Me.” But this young man could not 
do it. Matthew had done it, but he just could not do 
it, and without saying a word he left our Lord. When 
he had gone, Jesus dwelt on the difficulty of salvation 
to the rich. Yet it was not impossible, for “ with God 
all things are possible.” On the other hand if this rich 
young man had, like Peter and the Apostles, left all 
things, he would have been rewarded beyond all expec¬ 
tations. He would have found new brethren in 
Christ, a hundredfold in the world as well as perse¬ 
cution, and then in the world to come life everlasting. 
As it is, we never hear of him again. 

However late a man might enter God’s service, how¬ 
ever small his self-sacrifice, God the great Giver, infi¬ 
nitely just, generous and wise, would give him a wholly 
unexpected reward. This was true of nations as well 
as of individuals. There was an employer once, said 
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our Lord, who went at daybreak and engaged some 
men to work for him at an agreed wage. He went 
again at six, nine and three o’clock and the men signed 
on for a just wage. He went finally an hour before 
sunset, and the newcomers left it to him to give what 
he liked. At sunset the bailiff paid them all: the last- 
comers got as much as the first-comers. 

The Raising of Lazarus 

Jesus was already within a day’s journey of Jeru¬ 
salem and in the territory of Herod Antipas on the 
east bank of the Jordan when messengers came in 
breathless haste from Martha and Mary with the news 
that Lazarus their brother was dangerously ill, so ill in 
fact that he died shortly after the messengers had left 
Bethany, twenty miles away. Jesus loved this family 
at Bethany with whom He would often stay when in 
or near Jerusalem. Yet He remained two more days 
before setting off early on the morning of the fourth 
day accompanied by His loyal Apostles, all of whom 
were terrified at the thought of the danger that hovered 
like a storm over the distant city. But they would not 
for shame let Jesus go alone. “ Let us also go,” said 
Thomas, screwing his courage to the sticking place, 
“ that we may die with Him.” Martha met Jesus out¬ 
side the village where the two roads intersect. “ Thy 
brother shall rise again,” Jesus said to her. Then: 
“ I am the resurrection and the life, and all who believe 
in Me will rise after death to eternal life.” Did Martha 
believe this? Yes, because He said so; for “ Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” She ran 
back to the house crowded with people come to comfort 
the sisters, and in a whisper told Mary that Jesus wanted 
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to see her. The visitors followed Mary, thinking she 
was going to the grave. When Mary met Jesus she 
fell down at His feet and began to cry. At the sight of 
her tears and those of the crowd, Jesus gave vent to all 
His pent-up emotion and love for Lazarus, and wept. 

On reaching the tomb which was a cavern cut out of 
the rock-side and closed by a large circular stone rolled 
to the entrance, Jesus ordered the stone to be rolled 
away. Martha demurred: her brother had been lying 
there four days, and in the east a dead body soon begins 
to corrupt, a fact her senses had probably told her on 
her last visit to the grave. As the stone was rolled 
away the characteristic odour made the more curious 
shrink back a little. A hush, and Jesus summoned 
Lazarus to come forth. The dead man crossed the 
threshold of the dark cave into light of day. The 
spectators were so amazed and afraid that they just 
stood there, until Jesus told them to take off the burial 
bandages. 

Never had a miracle made such an impression as this 
one, performed as it was in the very suburbs of Jeru¬ 
salem, almost on the eve of the Passover and certified 
by a crowd of friendly and hostile witnesses. Without 
loss of time a private meeting of party leaders was held 
and Caiphas, the high priest, under the pretext that 
Jesus was a revolutionary and a danger to the state, 
persuaded them to get rid of Jesus. Some even spoke 
of killing Lazarus too. Our Lord heard of this virtual 
sentence of death and withdrew His disciples for a few 
days to Ephrem, a town about fourteen miles north of 
the capital and on the edge of the waste-lands, while a 
warrant was issued for His arrest. By publicly out¬ 
lawing Jesus, the native rulers hoped to divide His 
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followers and force Him to hide Himself. Then when 
the Passover was finished, they could deal with Him in 
their own way. But our Lord intended openly and 
solemnly to enter the city. And this challenge was to 
lead directly to His crucifixion at the height of the 
Festival. 

The Beloved Leader 

Shortly before Palm Sunday, Jesus left Ephrem, and 
joined the Galilean pilgrims ascending the Jordan valley. 
Behind Him came the Apostles, and behind them came 
His disciples followed by such good brave women as 
Salome, the mother of James and John. During a brief 
halt on the way Jesus took the Twelve apart and 
recalled, though in more detail, what He had told them 
first, after Peter’s confession, and again after the Trans¬ 
figuration. The Son of Man was going to Jerusalem 
to be betrayed, condemned, handed over to the army 
of occupation, and crucified. But on the third day 
He would rise again. The Apostles, however, pre¬ 
ferred to think only of a Christ triumphant coming 
into His kingdom. Were they equally prepared to go 
down with Him into the bitter waters of suffering and 
affliction? Yes, said James and John, they were, and 
later they did, for James was martyred, and John 
scourged and exiled. But as for their request to be 
given places of honour in that kingdom, that was for 
His heavenly Father to decide. Then Jesus called the 
other equally ambitious Apostles round Him and 
showed them in what true greatness consisted. 
“ You know,” He said, “ how men in authority use 
their power to seek their own advantage at the expense 
of the public. Well, you must not do that. You must 
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sincerely seek to serve others. I, the Son of Man, came 
to serve all and to give My life as a ransom for them. 
That, too, must be your ambition.” 

Blind Bartimceus 

As Jesus, with the pilgrims from Galilee now joined 
by those from Trans-Jordan, was leaving the ancient 
town of Jericho and approaching the new and prosper¬ 
ous Jericho built by Herod the Great, two blind 
beggars, Bartimaeus and his less familiar companion, 
wanted to know what all the noise was about. On 
learning that Jesus was passing by, “ Jesus, Son of 
David,” they shouted, using a recognized term for the 
Messiah, “ have mercy on us! ” They only cried the 
louder when the bystanders, thinking they were beg¬ 
ging, told them to be quiet. Jesus stopped and bade 
them be brought to Him. Everything then happened 
in seconds. They threw off their cloaks, stood up, were 
led to Jesus and repeated their simple prayer. Jesus 
touched their eyes. Immediately they saw and, join¬ 
ing the disciples, followed Him through the gates into 
the city. 

“ Come down, Zachceus! ” 

In the city our Lord worked a miracle of another 
kind. In fearless disregard of public prejudice. He 
chose to be the guest of Zachaeus, and his friendliness 
and courtesy to this publican earned Him the condem¬ 
nation of the crowd. This eager little man had run 
ahead of the crowd, climbed up into one of the trees 
that fringed the dusty road along which Jesus was 
advancing, and waited. Presently Jesus came and 
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stopped by the tree. “ Come down, Zachaeus,” He 
said, “ for this day I must abide in thy house.” The 
people were most indignant when they realized that, of 
all the houses in Jericho, Jesus had chosen that of the 
chief inspector of taxes; for they hated and despised 
this man who had bought from the Roman authorities 
the right of collecting the taxes and customs, and by 
exploiting the people had grown rich and prosperous. 
Yet our Lord had come to seek and to save that, pre¬ 
cisely, which was lost, and as the man entered his house 
and felt the ostracism to which he was subjected, quite 
simply he turned to Jesus and told Him of the resolution 
he had made to give half his wealth to the poor and to 
make fourfold restitution to all he had defrauded. 
“ This day,” said Jesus, “ salvation is come to this 
house.” 

Three Classes of People 

During the meal that followed, our Lord explained 
for the benefit of His disciples and fellow guests, and by 
means of a parable, how He would depart from this 
earth, “ but after a long time ” would come again in 
majesty to reward the faithful in proportion to their 
fidelity, and to punish the negligent and rebellious. He 
described three types of men, all of whom were given 
a pound and expected to turn it to good account. The 
first, full of energy and enterprise, earned ten more 
pounds; the second, sincere but weak, made five 
pounds; the third, rich in excuses and bankrupt in 
character, did nothing—and as a penalty for his idleness 
was deprived of the one pound he had been given. 
The other two were given amazingly generous rewards 
and responsibilities. 
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The Climb to Bethany 

Jericho was a centre of banks, bazaars and com¬ 
merce. It was a place of tropical fertility and balsa- 
mitic fragrance. It was a city of palms and oranges 
and vast orchards. It was also the lowest inhabited 
place on the earth’s surface, so that the last lap of our 
Lord’s journey involved a steady climb for twenty-five 
miles to Jerusalem, 2,500 feet above sea level. Under 
the metallic heat of the sun the road wound up and 
through a barren wilderness scarred by deep ravines 
like some lunar landscape. It was there in the begin¬ 
ning of His ministry that the enemy of mankind had 
attempted to turn Him from His enterprise and, having 
failed, departed from Him “ for a time.” 

The eyes of the travellers, weary for undisturbed rest, 
caught sight of Bethany some time on Friday, and here 
as in an oasis they halted. Jesus Himself stayed as 
usual at the home of Lazarus. 

The following day was a day of rest, and our Lord 
was entertained to supper in the house of a neighbour, 
Simon who had once been a leper. They were reclin¬ 
ing at table, with Lazarus as one of the guests and 
Martha helping with the service, when Mary, her sister, 
brought an alabaster flask of precious perfume and 
breaking the long thin neck of the bottle poured the 
contents over our Lord’s head and feet and then wiped 
those feet with her flowing hair. At the sight of Mary’s 
lavish sacrifice, which cost the equivalent of nearly a 
year’s pay for a labourer, Judas, the apostle and their 
treasurer, was scandalized and his grievance infected 
others. With the price of the perfume, this petty thief 
could have helped so many poor! “ Let her alone,” 

Jesus commanded. She had. He said, by anticipation 


THE THIRD YEAR 


91 


anointed His body for burial and her royal extrava¬ 
gance, Jesus prophesied, would be spoken of wherever 
the Gospel would be proclaimed in the whole world. 

Triumphal Entry. Palm Sunday 

Bethany was separated from Jerusalem, less than 
two miles away, by a limestone ridge named from the 
olive trees that grew on its slopes. These grey-green 
trees as knotted and hard-timbered as oaks and covered 
with leaves like those of the willow, were alive with the 
murmur and sound of spring that Sunday morning as 
the whole company of pilgrims resumed their journey. 
Within a few minutes they were within sight of Beth- 
phage. Jesus sent two disciples to borrow a young 
colt. They found it tied by a rope to a ring fastened 
in the wall outside one of the houses and brought it, 
accompanied by its dam. The disciples of Jesus flung 
their cloaks over it by way of a saddle. The people 
spread their many-coloured cloaks, and branches from 
the trees, along the road. Others carried palms in their 
hands, and the scores of hundreds of Galilean pilgrims 
followed Jesus, as He rode towards Jerusalem preceded 
by many more who had come to acclaim Him. 

In the flash of the moment the cheering began. Like 
Bartimaeus, they hailed Jesus as the divinely appointed 
scion of David and welcomed Him in words the angels 
had used at Bethlehem. For a moment humanity 
seemed to rise above itself. It was a Messianic demon¬ 
stration such as He had formerly avoided. But now, 
quite deliberately. He flung all caution to the winds and 
publicly asserted His Messiahship at the gates of Jeru¬ 
salem, as He would later before the Sanhedrin. Yet He 
made it quite clear in what sense He was King. He 
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was the King foretold by the prophet, just, meek, lowly, 
and, because He was bringing peace instead of death, 
riding upon an ass. His Kingdom would transcend 
that of David. It would be an eternal Kingdom of 
truth and life and holiness, of justice and love and 
peace. 

The Jews, on the contrary, wanted to get their way 
by force. They wanted a deliverer who would enter 
the city on a war horse and drive the Romans to the 
sea. They wanted a revolution of violence. But, to 
Christ, that was not revolutionary enough. Only a 
revolution of love under the standard of the Cross could 
conquer and redeem the world. 

Within a few days the Jews would reject the Messiah. 
Forty years later they had their revolution and the 
Romans were driven out of Jerusalem. But a great 
Roman army returned and, under Vespasian who had 
fought in Britain and his son Titus, reduced Jerusalem 
to a heap of smouldering ruins. It was of this that 
Jesus thought when He crested the Mount of Olives 
and beheld the glorious city rising beyond the stream 
of Cedron with the gilded domes and white marble 
turrets of Herod’s new Temple, that was gradually 
swallowing up the old one built on the ruins of King 
Solomon’s Temple. The sight that met His gaze was 
one of the great visions of the world. The prospect of 
its destruction and the dispersion of His people nearly 
broke His heart and for the second time, we read, Jesus 
wept. 

Finally the procession with Jesus at its centre reached 
the city and entered the Temple. The cheering ceased 
but the children, unafraid of the Pharisees, continued to 
sing in chorus: “ Blessed is Christ, our King.” 
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" Sir, we would see Jesus ” 

In the vast outer court, which was 1,200 feet long and 
half as wide, there were some pilgrims who were not 
Jews but who were interested in Judaism. They asked 
Philip to arrange an interview with Jesus. Philip 
consulted Andrew and the two told our Lord of their 
wish. Jesus saw in these courteous Gentiles the begin¬ 
nings of that harvest which His Cross was to gather 
into His Kingdom. He was the seed of the world’s 
life and out of His death would rise life for the many. 
This law of life out of death was to be their rule. Jesus 
by His sacrifice would glorify His Father and, in spite 
of all opposition, would draw mankind to Him. 

As the shadows of the night came down upon the 
crowded city. He returned with the Twelve to Bethany. 
During the day the favour of the people would stand 
as a shield between Him and the Sanhedrin, but when 
day was done it was safer to leave the city and its 
crooked ways. 

The Fig-tree Monday 

On Monday morning the little group again set out 
from Bethany. Dawn broke over the battlements of 
Jerusalem and the keen morning air sparkled like 
diamonds as they made their way over the Mount of 
Olives, and Jesus was hungry. Coming to a fig-tree 
that stood apart. He sought among its falsely luxuriant 
foliage for the tiny immature figs which were and are 
to-day eaten by poor people. This tree had none. The 
sight provoked a comparison between it and Judaism 
and Jesus cursed it—an amazing act, purely symbolic, 
and a prophecy of the fate of a privileged people, 
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planted by God in a strange land, but for a long time 
now unfaithful to its national vocation and about to 
betray its trust, reject its Redeemer and lose its spiritual 
primacy among the nations. 


“ Have Faith in God ! ” Tuesday 

As they came again along the same road on Tuesday 
morning, Peter noticed that the tree had withered. It 
still stood there in the morning light, but its trunk and 
branches were dead at a word from Him who had the 
power of life and death. The Apostles too would have 
His power, power to cast the very mountains of Moab 
into the Dead Sea and the even greater power to change 
men’s hearts, provided they remained as instruments 
of God united to Him by faith and by that noblest love 
known to man, the love that forgives. 


“ Last of all He sent His Son ” 

They reached the Temple and entered the vast court 
open to Jew and Gentile alike and the centre of a busy 
life. As our Lord was walking under the surrounding 
colonnades of white marble with their cedar roofs and 
coloured stone pavements. He was accosted by a dele¬ 
gation from the Sanhedrin, who challenged His author¬ 
ity to teach in the Temple. But surely, our Lord 
replied, John the Baptist had pointed Him out as the 
Messiah and they were not going to say John was 
deceived. Dare they who feared the people risk their 
support by saying such a thing? John had been killed, 
the prophets before him had been rejected, and now 
they were planning to destroy the Christ Himself. They 
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were like the vine-dressers who withheld the landlord’s 
rent, beat, stoned and killed his servants, killed even his 
son and heir and—were themselves slain as a result. 


Delicate Questions 

The enemies of our Lord provocatively raised the 
question of loyalty to Rome. Was it morally licit to 
pay taxes to the Emperor? Jesus bade them show 
Him a silver coin stamped with the head of the Emperor 
and told them to give to Caesar what was due to him 
but “ unto God, the things that are God’s.” 

“ The Stoics,” wrote Lord Acton, “ could only advise 
the wise man to hold aloof from politics, keeping the 
unwritten law in his heart.” But these words of Christ 

gave to the civil power, under the protection of 
conscience, a sacredness it had never enjoyed, and 
bounds it had never acknowledged; and they were 
the repudiation of absolutism and the inauguration 
of freedom. For our Lord not only delivered the 
precept, but created the force to execute it. To 
maintain the necessary immunity in one supreme 
sphere, to reduce all political authority within 
defined limits, ceased to be an aspiration of patient 
reasoners, and was made the perpetual charge and 
care of the most energetic institution and the most 
universal association in the world. The new law, 
the new spirit, the new authority gave to liberty a 
meaning and a value it had not possessed in the 
philosophy or in the constitution of Greece or Rome 
before the knowledge of the truth that makes us free. 

The Sadducees, who agreed with the Pharisees only 
in their hostility to Christ, then approached. These 
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materialists had no belief in personal immortality and 
they sought to entrap Him with the catch question re¬ 
garding the woman with seven husbands and whose 
wife she would be in the Resurrection. Our Lord 
replied that as death would be abolished there would 
be no need for marriage and the propagation of life. 
“ In the Resurrection they shall neither marry nor be 
married ; but shall be as the angels of God in Heaven.” 
If there was no future life, how could God—long after 
the death of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—still declare: 
I am their God? 

To a lawyer, our Lord replied that all the command¬ 
ments of God were but the applications of the one 
eternal law of charity which was to love God above all 
and one’s neighbour as oneself for His sake. 

Jesus Himself then questioned the Pharisees. Surely 
the promised Messiah was to be someone more than 
merely a human descendant of David. Otherwise, 
why did David speak of Him as his “ lord ”? His 
opponents, having failed in their attempts to discredit 
Jesus before the people, withdrew. 

The Mask and the Face 

The Master then addressed the large crowds—the 
Temple could hold within its borders over 200,000 
people—and warned them against the insincerity, self- 
satisfaction and arrogance of the Pharisees who hid 
their brute violence under a mask of virtue. They 
were false teachers who had robbed the Law of its 
spirit and the nation of its faith. They had taken away 
the key of knowledge and prevented others from reach¬ 
ing the truth, and it was they who were responsible 
for the current travesty of religion. Blind guides, they 


THE THIRD YEAR 


97 

had lost sight of first principles and substituted a num¬ 
ber of rules and conventions. They were white-washed 
tombs—men with clean hands and unclean souls. How 
far, indeed, was all this bray of brass and ostentation 
from the generosity of heart and purity of intention of 
the poor widow whom Jesus saw dropping her last two 
copper coins into the trumpet-shaped opening of one 
of the money chests! She had given of her penury all 
that she had, and Jesus made sure that her example 
should be proclaimed to the world. 

Distant Horizons 

At sundown, the outer gates of the Temple were 
closed, and the skilled builders, still working on 
the vast unfinished walls, picked up their belongings 
and went home. As our Lord with His disciples passed 
out into the street. He spoke of the future and of how 
the nation and its capital and the Temple itself would 
perish. When He reached the crest of the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sat down facing the Temple and the set¬ 
ting sun, and the two pairs of brothers, Peter and 
Andrew, and James and John, questioned Him about 
what He had just said. 

In His reply our Lord began by describing the suffer¬ 
ings that would precede the destruction of Jerusalem, 
which in fact occurred in a.d. 70 after one of the most 
terrible sieges in recorded history. But this was only 
part of the total judgement to come, when the kingdom 
which began with His coming would find its consum¬ 
mation with His Second Coming at the end of the 
present world. 

Before both the fall of Jerusalem and the end of the 
world false leaders would arise deceiving the people 
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with large promises of a material heaven on earth. 
The destruction of the city would occur in the lifetime 
of some of them and there would be ample signs to 
warn the Christians to escape in time. But the end 
of the world would come unexpectedly and from that 
there could be no escape. Hence the importance for 
every Christian during the entire age and era of the 
Church to be ready for its consummation and with it 
the consummation of this world. 

When Christ comes again 

He told them a story of ten bridesmaids waiting with 
the bride for the bridegroom to come and conduct them 
to his house. Normally he would have arrived about 
sunset, but this bridegroom arrived at midnight. 
All the bridesmaids had brought a little lamp to carry 
in the procession. Five had not foreseen the long 
delay, had no oil left, went to buy some somewhere, 
arrived at the bridegroom’s house too late, knocked and 
received the answer “ I know you not.” Even so, when 
Christ came again to judge mankind would those be 
excluded who had not that intensive and extensive love 
of God of which Jesus had spoken. But the Blessed 
would be welcomed because they had fed God’s hungry 
ones, given drink to His thirsty ones, clothed His naked 
ones, visited His sick ones, and they would be amazed 
to hear Christ say that in doing these things to the 
least of His brethren they had done it to Him. 

So the great discourse ended and the long day, the 
last of His public ministry, closed. Jesus rose and with 
His Apostles followed the moon-lit track that led over 
the shoulder of the Mount of Olives and down into the 
valley and township of Bethany. 
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Judas Wednesday 

On Wednesday morning, in the palace of the high 
priest Caiaphas, there was a meeting of the leading 
members of all three sections of the Sanhedrin—chief 
priests representing the wealthy priestly families ; elders 
or ancients representing the Sadducees, the ruling politi¬ 
cal party; and scribes representing the Pharisees, the 
national party. This native government could do 
almost anything except inflict the death penalty, which 
only the Roman Procurator could do. The question 
was whether they should arrest Jesus before the Pasch 
or wait until the pilgrims and half-breeds from the north 
had returned home. 

It was a surprise visit from an intimate associate of 
Jesus that led them to reverse their decision. Judas 
was perhaps not the only one ready to desert now that 
the tempo of their pressure was increasing. In any 
case, if their new plans could be made to run to a finely- 
timed programme, Jesus could be dead and buried in 
two days. So they guaranteed Judas his thirty pieces 
of silver and accepted his offer to betray the place 
where Jesus could be arrested without causing a com¬ 
motion. As for Judas, he had long been an enemy 
within the chosen group of friends, insisting on the most 
perfect order in non-essentials, finding evil in good, 
and unhappiness in their happiness. He had long 
learnt to call personal disloyalty common sense, and 
the advancing of his own interests consideration for 
the poor. So he put himself at the service of the power 
that was now uppermost and “ Satan entered into Judas 
who was called Iscariot,” says St. Luke, and St. John 
makes a similar statement. 
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The Upper Room Thursday 

When the Paschal Feast began on a Friday night and 
coincided with the Sabbath it seems to have been per¬ 
missible to anticipate it, and this Jesus probably did. 
As the meal had to be eaten somewhere inside the 
walls of the city. He gave Peter and John secret instruc¬ 
tions so that they could not reveal even unconsciously 
the place where the meal would be held. Fol¬ 
lowing these directions the two Apostles left Bethany 
and saw a man just inside the gate of the city carrying 
a pitcher of water, a thing very few men would do. 
They followed this servant through the crowded streets 
and into his master’s house, spoke to the owner and 
were shown a large fine room upstairs. The house was 
probably on the south-west side of the town and possi¬ 
bly belonged to the father or mother of Mark the 
Evangelist. 

They arranged the tables horseshoe-wise and the low 
couches round the outside, so that each guest could 
recline with his legs stretched out behind and lean on 
his left elbow, leaving his right hand free. The two 
disciples would then go to the Temple to obtain a 
Paschal lamb. After its blood had been drained into 
gold and silver basins and poured at the foot of the 
altar, the slaughtered lamb was prepared carefully so 
as not to break any bones, and carried home to be 
roasted. They needed unleavened loaves—circular 
and flat like pancakes, crisp as biscuits and prepared 
without yeast. They needed a salad of lettuce, parsley, 
cress and bitter herbs and they needed a reddish sauce. 
During the sacrificial feast four cups of red wine would 
be drunk. A blessing was said over the first cup and 
the lamb brought in. A second cup was drunk and the 
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lamb eaten. Grace was said over the third cup, and 
after the fourth cup came certain specified psalms of 
praise to God for His deliverance of Israel, both past 
and to come: “ What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all His benefits to me? I will take the chalice of salva¬ 
tion and call upon the Name of the Lord.” It was 
probably when the third cup of the Paschal meal was 
about to be filled that our Lord instituted the Holy 
Eucharist, the sacrificial meal of the New Testament. 

The Last Supper 

As the shadows of the April night rose from the 
valley, Jesus with the twelve Apostles reached the 
house, having fasted since breakfast. It was about 
seven o’clock when they took their places at table and 
Jesus expressed His passionate longing to eat this Pasch 
with them. It would be the last until they met again 
in an eternal reunion, of which the Eucharist would be 
the abiding pledge. The first cup of wine had been 
passed round, when our Lord rose and gave them an 
example of perfect love by doing for them what only a 
slave would do for his master. He fetched a basin, 
water and towel, and knelt to wash the feet of Peter 
and then the other Apostles, though Peter at first 
protested. 

Having resumed His place at table, Jesus predicted 
His betrayal by one of them. When Judas, like the 
rest, asked: “ Is it I, Lord? ” Jesus answered in so low 
a voice that only Judas and John heard it: “ Thou hast 
said it.” And Judas with his Master’s permission arose 
from the table, went down the stairs and out into the 
night. 

Jesus then instituted the new Pasch. He took bread. 
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gave thanks ( eucharistesas ), broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “ This is My body which is given for 
you. Do this in memory of Me.” A little later. He 
took the cup, gave thanks and gave to them, saying 
“ Drink ye all from it; for this is My blood, of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins. When you do this, whensoever you shall drink, 
this shall be in memory of Me.” 

The words, “ Take and eat: it is My body ; take and 
drink: it is the cup of My blood,” understood in their 
true meaning, literally and without metaphor, are, to 
natural reason acting on sense impressions, a mystery. 
But the Apostles understood them literally as did all 
Christians for over twelve hundred years. In the 
fullness of their faith, knowing that the power of the 
Master was unlimited and that He would not and 
could not deceive them, they believed, and received His 
body and blood under the sacramental forms of bread 
and wine. 

Thus did Jesus reveal how the words spoken in the 
Capharnaum synagogue after the multiplication of the 
loaves were to be realized. So, too, within a few hours 
of His crucifixion did Jesus explain why His body was 
about to be given and His blood shed—“ for the re¬ 
mission of sins.” Henceforth no more Paschal lambs, 
but One Victim. No more will the victim disappear: 
the Apostles were ordained to “ do ” what He had done 
and the inheritors of this power following the command 
of the Master would continue to “ do ” the same 
stupendous thing which He Himself had done until the 
end of time—at first in the locked upper rooms of Medi¬ 
terranean seaports and then, in the sight of all, upon the 
altars of the Christian world. 
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“ As I have loved you ” 

After the supper the couches were brought together 
and Jesus opened His heart to these future leaders, 
as they sat in a circle, in the glow of the oil lamp sus¬ 
pended from the ceiling. He had shown them a 
mother’s love—kneeling before them and washing their 
feet, even the feet of Judas. He had given Himself in 
the Holy Eucharist to be more fully their companion 
than even the soul is of the body. The Apostles’ cour¬ 
age would forsake them, and Peter, for all his sincere 
protests, would deny Him thrice before the cock had 
crowed twice. But He, the supreme Leader of men, 
would love them always. He warned Peter, but He told 
him, too, of His prayer for him and of how, despite 
the fall, Peter would still remain His chosen leader to 
confirm and strengthen the Apostles. 

They must love one another as He had loved them. 
Their federation with Him and their confederation 
through Him among themselves was to be the distinctive 
mark and the means of identifying Christ’s kingdom on 
earth. This unifying dynamic divine friendship, this 
charity enabling them to keep pace with His tremendous 
words, this power placed like some secret weapon at 
their service would be their answer to the hostility 
which awaited them. 

The Prayer of Jesus 

He was about to leave them and to prepare a place 
for them in the house of His Father. Without Him 
there would be no knowledge of, no meeting or union 
with the Father. He and the Father were One. He 
would send them another Advocate, His Holy Spirit, 
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but He would still abide in them, and in their union 
with Him would be their peace and joy and strength in 
the pain and death to be endured. In them His 
redemptive life would repeat itself. And the fruit of 
their union with Him, as branches with the vine, would 
be a new world. 

Having this night preached unity by deed and word, 
the High Priest of the new covenant prayed for it to His 
Father. He prayed for His Apostles and “for them also 
who through their word shall believe in Me,” that He 
would give them the glory of that divine unity by which 
the world might recognize them for His own. He 
prayed for those whom He was to send into the world to 
convert the world: “Keep them from evil; sanctify 
them in truth.” 

Gethsemane 

Leaving the supper room, Jesus with His eleven 
Apostles went down the stairs and into the empty 
street. Beneath the eastern walls of the city yawned the 
valley drained by the Cedron brook. This they crossed, 
and going about a hundred yards up the Mount of 
Olives they came to a fairly large garden enclosed within 
a high stone wall. It was called Gethsemane and con¬ 
tained an olive-press in which olives were crushed into 
oil to feed the lamps. Jesus left the majority of the 
Apostles inside the postern gate. With Peter, James 
and John, whom He had previously taken to the mount 
of Transfiguration, He went on into the depths of the 
garden, telling them of the mortal anguish that He felt 
at the approach of suffering and death. He went 
apart a little from them, and knelt to pray as was His 
custom. And as the night wind rustled through the 
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trees, and the white light of the Paschal moon fell upon 
the bowed figure of the Master, and the lights in the 
city windows went out, the fear of Christ increased to 
an agony of terror. Prostrate, His face to the ground, 
“ My Father,” He prayed, “ if it is possible, let this 
chalice pass from Me; yet not My will but Thine be 
done.” Hungry for their friendship, Jesus returned 
to His three Apostles and found them sleeping, and 
said to Peter: “ Could not even you, Peter, watch one 
short hour with Me? ” He returned and repeated the 
same prayer. A sweat that became a bloody sweat 
beaded His forehead, bathed His body and trickled 
down upon the ground. It was the prelude to the 
Passion. He foresaw it all and feared it all. He saw 
sin and man’s responsibility for man’s sin. He saw 
man as a son of the house, yet using the household 
goods merely for his own vain glory, rebelling against 
the limitations of God’s law, seeing and approving the 
better, then doing the worse. He saw the sin of His 
own nation, and He felt the kiss of Judas, and behind 
all sin He sensed the sinister presence and the dia¬ 
bolical hatred of the Enemy of God and man. But He 
also saw that, in Himself and through Himself, man¬ 
kind would make a fresh start, and rise above itself, 
and outstrip itself. Three times He returned and found 
His Apostles asleep. Finally, with the battle fought 
and won, He roused them and said: “ Let us go. 
Behold he is at hand that will betray Me.” 

Judas approached at the head of the Temple police 
and a detachment of soldiers from the Roman garrison. 
He kissed Jesus so that all could identify Him and arrest 
Him. Peter, with the sword he had brought from the 
supper room, struck at a servant of the High Priest 
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called Malchus, and the glancing blow caught the 
man’s ear. Jesus touched it and healed it, having 
rebuked Peter for his rashness. Peter dropped back 
and then, with all the Apostles, fled. A soldier made 
a grab at somebody, perhaps the guardian of the 
garden, who did try to follow Jesus. But this young 
man wriggled clear of the sheet that covered him and 
fled back to his hut. 

Before Annas and Caiaphas 

Jesus was led to the palace of the High Priests, and 
the soldiers of the garrison returned to the castle of 
Antonia. While the members of the Sanhedrin were 
being summoned to the palace. He was privately ques¬ 
tioned by Annas. This former High Priest, although 
deposed by the Romans, had succeeded in having ap¬ 
pointed to that office first his five sons, and then his 
son-in-law, Caiaphas, and the two men lived in the 
wings of the same palace. Our Lord’s reply that He 
was the founder of no secret society seems to have 
angered the aged Annas, and Jesus was struck in the 
face by a servant. 

He was then led out and across the courtyard to the 
apartment of Caiaphas, where He was questioned by a 
group of scribes and elders. Caiaphas had two objec¬ 
tives. The first was to convict Jesus of blasphemy and 
so turn the Jews against Him. The second was to make 
Him out to be a political rebel, so that the Roman 
governor would condemn Him. Caiaphas knew that 
a trial could not be held legally during the night, yet 
he expected that our Lord would convict Himself by 
some “ blasphemy,” and so render trial and witnesses 
unnecessary. But our Lord would not. Therefore, 
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in the middle of the night and in the overcrowded city, 
they had to find the necessary two witnesses. So Jesus 
was led away to some barrack-room, there to await the 
plenary session of the Sanhedrin. 

And as He was passing through the courtyard 
between the apartments of Annas and Caiaphas, Jesus 
saw Peter. 

In the Hour of Christ’s Peril 

Peter had followed his Master afar off and the 
woman-servant in the porter’s lodge had let him in 
because of the intervention of John who was known to 
the High Priest’s household. Nevertheless she was sus¬ 
picious, but Peter denied that he was a partisan of 
Jesus, went down the corridor into the open courtyard 
and joined the servants round the brazier of burning 
charcoal. A cock crowed, but Peter did not heed the 
warning. The woman joined the group of servants, 
repeated her question, and the rest took it up and Peter 
for the second time denied any knowledge of the 
Prisoner. About an hour after entering the house, as 
Peter stood chatting uneasily, he was again challenged. 
One could tell he was a Galilean from his accent, as 
one might recognize a Lancashire man in London. 
Moreover, a relative of Malchus claimed to have recog¬ 
nized him as the man who had struck that blow. 
Panic-stricken, Peter began with oaths and curses to 
swear that he knew not the man of whom they spoke. 
And immediately the cock crew again, and Jesus, pass¬ 
ing through the courtyard, turned and looked upon 
Peter. Peter left the court, taking with him an experi¬ 
ence never to be forgotten. What he knew could not 
happen, had happened. The sobs he had choked 
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back burst forth and in the kindly darkness of the 
deserted street Peter, distraught, broke down into irre¬ 
pressible, bitter, tragic weeping. 

While waiting for the full meeting of the Sanhedrin, 
the servants spat in the face of Jesus, blindfolded Him, 
struck Him and said: “ Prophesy! Tell us, O Christ, 
who struck thee.” 

The Jewish Trial Friday 

At about five o’clock our Lord was brought before 
Caiaphas and the majority of the Sanhedrin. The 
witnesses could not agree among themselves, and Jesus 
did not deign to reply to the charges brought against 
Him. So Caiaphas pressed things to an issue: “ If 
thou be the Christ, tell us.” Jesus replied that He 
was indeed the Messiah and would soon be acknow¬ 
ledged as not merely David’s descendant but David’s 
Lord sitting on the right of the all-powerful God. 
“ Then,” continues St. Luke, “ they all said: Art thou 
then the Son of God? Who said: You say that I am. 
And they said: What need have we of any further testi¬ 
mony? We ourselves have heard it from his own 
mouth.” Caiaphas said: “You have heard the blas¬ 
phemy,” and he rent his robes. “ What think you? ” 
And they answered: “ He is guilty of death.” The case 
had now to be remitted to the Roman governor, who 
alone could have Jesus crucified as they desired. 

When Judas heard of this, instead of seeking out 
Jesus as he had never sought Him before, he went to the 
men who had given him the money and said: “ I have 
sinned in betraying an innocent man.” He then went 
and flung the blood money on the floor of the Temple 
and hanged himself from a tree. With the money the 
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priests later bought a desolate piece of land belonging 
to a potter to be a cemetery for strangers who died at 
Jerusalem. 

The Roman Trial 

To maintain order among the pilgrims during the 
national festivals, Pontius Pilate used to come up for 
a fortnight to Jerusalem from his headquarters in 
Caesarea on the shores of the Mediterranean. The 
castle of Antonia which he made his Praetorium, or 
official residence, during his stay in the capital, had 
been built at the north-west angle of the Temple by 
Herod the Great, and named in honour of his friend 
Mark Antony. It was a four-sided enclosure with 
a tower at each corner, and it dominated the Temple, 
as the Temple dominated the city. It was occupied at 
the time by a cohort of the Twelfth Legion. 

It was about six o’clock in the morning of Good 
Friday when Jesus was led bound through the streets 
running north to Fort Antonia. Roman officials liked 
to transact all their business before the noon-day heat, 
and Pilate would have heard of the arrest of Jesus, and 
no doubt had spoken of it with his wife, Claudia. 
Jesus was led into the Praetorium and Pilate came out 
on to some gallery or stood at the head of a flight of 
stairs to hear the charge. The Sanhedrists had con¬ 
demned Jesus to death for blasphemy, but before Pilate 
they brought three political charges: He had stirred up 
sedition, forbidden the payment of taxes to Caesar, and 
claimed to be the Christ-King. Returning indoors, 
Pilate privately questioned the prisoner about the third 
charge. Jesus explained in what sense He was a King, 
born to bear witness to the Truth. Civilizations and 
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empires would go down into the void, but His imperish¬ 
able Kingdom founded on eternal truth would know no 
end. Pilate came out and said to the Jews: “ I find in 
Him no fault.” 

But He was stirring up the people from Galilee to 
Jerusalem. Was Jesus from Galilee? Then Herod 
Antipas, also in Jerusalem for the festival, could deal 
with the case. Before the adulterous Herod, Jesus 
remained silent. So Herod clothed Him in a bright 
robe, and he and his courtiers mocked Him, and re¬ 
turned Him to Pilate. 

Pilate then offered to pardon Jesus as an act of 
clemency to mark the occasion of the Pasch. But, 
whilst Pilate read a message from his wife warning him 
to let Jesus go, the leaders coached the rabble to shout 
for a Jewish terrorist called Barabbas. “ What then 
shall I do with Jesus? ” said Pilate. He had to do 
something. He should have released Him since He 
found no fault in Him. “ Crucify him,” shouted the 
leaders and the mob which had by now grown in size. 
No, Pilate would not do that, but he would have Jesus 
scourged instead. So Jesus was led into the open 
square in the Praetorium, stripped of His clothes, bound 
by His hands to a low column or post and scourged by 
soldiers of unknown nationality but serving in the 
Roman army. 

When they had finished and as Jesus, bleeding badly, 
deadly pale, sick and faint, and swaying on His feet, 
tried to find His clothes, several hundred soldiers 
gathered round. Was this Jew a King? One soldier 
got some of the thorns with which the fires were lit, 
another got an old scarlet coat, another got a stiff reed 
to act as a sceptre, and others brought forward a 
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bench. Someone appointed himself master of cere¬ 
monies and all the soldiers filed past in procession. 
They genuflected, spat at Him, took the reed from His 
hands and struck His thorn-crowned head, and said: 
“ Hail, King of the Jews.” 

When Jesus was at last returned to Pilate, the Roman 
governor took Him out to face the people with the 
words, “ Behold the Man.” There arose a loud roar 
from the crowd, not of horror or indignation or sym¬ 
pathy for their compatriot, but of hate. They revealed 
their real charge against Him. They hated Him 
because He made Himself the Son of God. Pilate 
again questioned Jesus. They threatened to denounce 
Pilate to the Emperor Tiberius, now a suspicious old 
man living in seclusion on the island of Capri. Pilate, 
more fearful of not seeming Caesar’s friend than of 
crucifying an innocent man, listened to the voice of 
prudence and expediency, and yielded. He ascended 
the tribunal and took his place on the judgement seat. 
The Jews, in a frenzy of hate, shouted “ We have no 
king but Caesar.” Pilate ineffectually washed his hands 
of all responsibility, proclaiming himself “ innocent of 
the blood of this just man,” and the Jews replied in 
words the most dreadful perhaps in all recorded his¬ 
tory : “ His blood be upon us, and upon our children.” 

The Royal Road of the Cross 

The soldiers took off the scarlet cloak and led Jesus 
down the steps of the Praetorium, and He shouldered 
the cross-beam which would be fixed to the upright post 
kept at the place of crucifixion. As on Palm Sunday 
a crowd of people followed our Lord. Children ran 
ahead and read the accusation written on a placard 
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carried by a herald and later to be pinned to the cross: 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. But there 
was no Hosannah this time for the stumbling, faltering, 
inglorious figure that staggered, half-blinded with 
sweat and blood, under a blazing sun, along the street 
of steps crowded with donkeys and camels. Jesus of 
Nazareth must often have carried beams as heavy as 
this, but even His strength was insufficient now and He 
fell. An African called Simon of Cyrene was im¬ 
pressed by the soldiers to help, and the burden became 
a blessing, for two of his sons were well known in the 
Church when St. Mark wrote his gospel. As the pro¬ 
cession moved westward Jesus stopped and spoke to a 
group of weeping women words that showed that not 
even in His agony could He withhold His love and 
thought for the sufferings of others. 

Crucifixion 

When He reached the place of execution, a curiously- 
shaped skull-like hill known as Calvary, then outside 
the ramparts of the city, the clothes were torn off His 
wounded body, and He was given the customary cup of 
drugged wine to deaden the pain. But Jesus, choosing 
to meet death in full possession of His mind and 
senses, refused the anaesthetic. 

His body was nailed to the cross and above His head 
the placard of accusation was affixed. The cross was 
lifted and then dropped in the hole prepared and fixed 
in position with wedges of wood, and Jesus kept on 
saying in a low voice: “ Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” The four soldiers, having 
done what for them was a fatigue, sat and divided the 
garments among them and cast lots for the seamless 
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tunic, woven no doubt by His Mother, who stood at the 
foot of the cross with John and the Magdalen and one 
or perhaps two other holy women. 

To His Mother, Jesus said: “ Woman, behold thy 
son.” He could not move His hands, but His eyes 
turned to John, and surely to all who would believe 
in Him, and He said: “ Son, behold thy mother,” and 
the mother, we hope, of us all. 

Calvary was situated to the north-west of Jerusalem 
and just outside the city gate. As the crowds swept by 
with the nervous energy of people with a place to go to 
and things to do, they ridiculed Jesus. He had claimed 
to be the Son of God? Well, then, let Him come down 
from the cross. The Sanhedrists who had at last 
achieved their object congratulated one another. Even 
if Jesus had come down from the cross, these men 
would never have believed. The soldiers stood up and 
approached Jesus, and in wanton mockery held up to 
the King whose throne was a cross their cups of sour 
wine. Even the two wretches crucified on either side 
of Jesus joined in the mockery—at least, in the begin¬ 
ning ; for later on, but not too late, the one on the right 
whose name, some think, was Dismas, rebuked his 
companion: “Are you not afraid of God? We’ve 
got what we’ve deserved ; but He, I tell you, is innocent. 
He’s done no wrong.” This courageous defence of 
Jesus received its reward. He saw Jesus in quite a 
new light. Death did not end all. There was a King¬ 
dom and Jesus was its King, and turning to Him, he 
pleaded: “ Jesus, remember me when Thou comest in 
Thy Kingdom.” “ This day,” came the reply, “ thou 
shalt be with Me in Paradise.” 

The last four recorded sayings seem to have followed 
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one another shortly before three o’clock. Over the 
earth lay a terrifying darkness, and over the heart 
of Christ swept the paralysing fear that even the Father 
had rejected Him. As this interior darkness grew 
deeper and blacker, and when it seemed that human 
nature could endure no more, from the parched throat 
and lips burst forth the opening verse of the psalm 
which begins with the words, “ O God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me? ” and ends with a tremendous 
act of triumph and hope. 

Then in a torment of thirst borne so bravely during 
the long hours when He hung naked in the mid-day 
heat, Jesus said: “ I thirst.” A kindly soldier, despite 
opposition, took out the sponge which was used for a 
stopper to the soldiers’ wine-jar, soaked it with the sour 
wine, fixed it on a short spear, and lifted it to the 
cracked and dying lips. 

Having gratefully taken the “ vinegar,” Jesus said: 
“ It is consummated.” He had drunk to the deepest 
dregs the chalice of humiliation and suffering. But it 
was not defeat, nor was He forsaken, and it was with a 
“ loud voice ” that He spoke His last words on the 
cross, words that every Jewish boy said at his night 
prayers. “ Father,” He cried, “ into Thy hands I com¬ 
mend My spirit.” Then, at last. He bowed His head, 
and Jesus was dead. 

The storm which had threatened since mid-day broke 
with unexpected violence. The wind blew furiously, a 
cloud of dust enveloped the city and blinding lightning 
rent the darkness as with a sword. The earth shook, 
rocks like that of Calvary split and in the Temple the 
heavy gold and purple curtain was torn from top to 
bottom as if to signify God’s departure from the 
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Temple, now that the only Sacrifice which could recon¬ 
cile God with man had been consummated. The 
soldiers were afraid. The Centurion looked up again 
at the face of Jesus and could not refrain from exclaim¬ 
ing : “ This man was innocent. He was indeed a son 
of God.” The last spectators, even more afraid, began 
to regret the execution of a prophet and hurried home. 

The Tomb 

In three hours would begin the most solemn feast of 
the whole year and according to Jewish law it was for¬ 
bidden to leave a corpse on a gibbet during the night. 
So Pilate at the request of the Jewish authorities ordered 
some soldiers to go with heavy clubs and smash the 
legs of the crucified. With legs and thighs broken and 
all the weight on the arms, the body sagged and breath¬ 
ing became impossible. When they came to Jesus and 
found Him already dead they spared themselves an 
unnecessary labour. But one of the soldiers, to make 
sure, pierced Him to the heart, and immediately there 
came out blood and water, and St. John saw in this 
the double mystery of Baptism and Communion. The 
corpses were then thrown into a common pit—but not 
the body of Jesus. For a secret disciple of Jesus, the 
wealthy Sanhedrist, Joseph of Arimathea, obtained 
permission from Pilate to bury the body of Jesus in his 
own tomb. This privilege Pilate granted after being 
certified of Jesus’ death. 

As Joseph provided the tomb, so Nicodemus, who 
once had interviewed Jesus by night, provided the sweet 
pungent spices with which to embalm the body. 
Reverently the body was removed from the cross, car¬ 
ried to Joseph’s garden nearby, washed, hastily 
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embalmed, wrapped in the linen cloth and gently laid on 
a ledge in the chamber newly cut out of the solid rock. 
The holy women could bring additional spices and 
anoint the body more carefully after the feast-day. 
Scarcely had the great circular stone been rolled into 
the hollowed-out groove before the rounded entrance 
to the tomb, when a strident call of trumpets announced 
the beginning of the Sabbath. 

The Guarded Tomb Saturday 

The Jewish authorities, hearing that the body of Jesus 
had been buried in a private grave and not in a common 
pit, decided once again to call on Pilate. Some fanatics 
might remove the body and then say He had risen as 
He had predicted He would. So with Pilate’s official 
approval they entered Joseph’s garden, sealed the crack 
between the rock and the movable stone with wax 
stamped with their own seal, and set a guard of soldiers 
to prevent any interference with the body. Meanwhile 
throughout that dark Sabbath the disciples were hiding, 
in a state of black and hopeless misery, from the 
possible vengeance of the Jewish leaders and their 
secret police. They had followed Him, loved Him, 
and, when the great moment of crisis came, had fled for 
their very lives. These then were the men who faced 
the future in a state of bitter defeat and helpless 
despair, wondering if and when they should return to 
their fishing, and haunted by all the deeds they had 
not done. 

The Empty Tomb Sunday 

While the body of Jesus lay in the grave, the living 
soul of our Lord, according to the teaching of St. Peter 
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and the early Church, descended into the unseen world 
to carry the “ good news ” to the faithful waiting souls 
who had never seen Him and to preach the universality 
of His atonement “ to those spirits that were in prison.” 

How or when on Easter Sunday morning the human 
body of Christ was reanimated and transfigured and 
enabled to come forth from the tomb just as on Easter 
Sunday night He entered a room, “ the doors being 
shut,” the evangelists do not say. What all four do say 
is that the tomb was found empty very early on Sunday 
morning and that then Christ was seen alive. He 
appeared and spoke to different people, singly and in 
groups, at different times, under different circumstances, 
at intervals throughout forty days, and His appearances 
were the occasions of further instructions, so that within 
a few weeks the dismayed, despondent, despairing dis¬ 
ciples became the confident, radiant, fearless Church 
whose tremendous spiritual vitality engraced our world. 

Thousands had died before Christ, tens of thousands 
of Jews were crucified round the walls of Jerusalem 
forty years after Christ. But there was One who came 
forth from the sepulchre of death alive—as He had 
foretold—and because of that, and the hope which it 
inspires, the death of that One has emancipated 
humanity. 

“ Idle Tales ” 

At dawn Mary Magdalen arrived, found the stone 
rolled back and the seals broken, and hurried to John’s 
house where Peter had spent the night. Then the three 
other holy women arrived with their spices, peered into 
the dark tomb and saw the angel who had earlier rolled 
away the stone. As the soldiers had fled to tell the 
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chief Priests, so they hurried at the angel’s bidding to 
“ tell His disciples, and especially Peter, that He is going 
before you into Galilee and that there you will see Him 
as He promised you.” But “ these words seemed to 
them as idle tales: and they did not believe them.” 

Peter and John, however, decided to go and see for 
themselves. John, young and vigorous, ran as fast as 
his legs could carry him, then waited till Peter, hot and 
breathless, arrived. Peter boldly entered the tomb and 
at once saw that something most unusual had hap¬ 
pened. The linen cloths were lying as if the 
body had gone out of them, leaving them to collapse 
undisturbed. The napkin that had enveloped His head 
lay fallen together by itself in the place where His head 
had rested. The body then had not been removed ; it 
had actually moved out without disturbing the linen 
cloths or the spices still concealed within their folds. 
The two Apostles walked back to the city deep in 
thought. 

Mary Magdalen returned to the tomb, looked inside, 
turned to go away and through a mist of tears saw a 
figure standing in the garden. She did not recognize 
Jesus at first and thought it was the gardener who might 
tell her what had been done with the body. Jesus 
looked at her for a moment. Her heart stood still. 
“ Mary,” He said, and she knew. And falling at His 
feet she cried, “ Rabboni—Master.” And He bade her 
go and tell all the Apostles. But they “did not 
believe.” It required more than this to make these 
Jews believe. Meanwhile, the guards who had deserted 
their post were being bribed by the Sanhedrists to say 
the body had been stolen while they slept. 
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“ The Lord is risen indeed ” 

In the evening of that first Easter day, all the 
Apostles except Thomas were reunited along with the 
holy women and some friends in a house in Jerusalem— 
probably in the very room where the Pasch had been 
eaten, since the host would seem to have been a friend 
of Jesus. They had fastened the doors through fear of 
the Jews. Peter had just come in and told them that 
the Lord had appeared to him, and his words carried 
such conviction that even when two disciples from 
Emmaus burst in with fresh news, they could not get a 
hearing for the outburst that greeted them: “ The Lord 
is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.” 

When they did get a chance to speak, they told the 
group gathered round them how Jesus had joined them 
on the way to Emmaus and had explained to them those 
passages of the Old Testament that spoke of the 
Messiah, and a Messiah that had to suffer, and had 
revealed Himself to them in the breaking of bread. 

As all in the Supper Room listened to the glowing 
account of Cleophas and his companion and of how the 
risen Lord had won their confidence and then dissipated 
their illusions concerning the mission of the Messiah so 
that their eyes were opened, suddenly Jesus was there 
again in their midst. He spoke to them in the voice 
they knew so well, showing them His hands, feet and 
side, inviting them to touch the sacred wounds: 
“ Handle and see: for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as you see Me to have.” Even then, some could 
scarcely believe until finally Jesus said: “Have you 
anything to eat? ” And when He had eaten before 
them, then at last was their certainty absolute and then, 
too, were they prepared to receive the great mission He 
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was to confide to them. God had sent His Son to 
redeem the world from sin. It was for them to con¬ 
tinue that work. Then Jesus breathed into their hearts 
a new life and a new power—the power to pardon in 
God’s name and to carry that certainty of forgiveness 
to all who felt the burden of sin. “ Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, they are 
forgiven ; whose sins you shall retain they are retained.” 

When, later, Thomas arrived and was told of what 
had happened he refused to believe until he himself had 
seen and touched the wounds. He had to wait a week 
before Jesus came again. This time Thomas was with 
them in the same house and he was so amazed and 
convinced that he could only fall down in adoration 
and cry “ My Lord and my God.” 

Peter 

When the eight days of the Paschal celebrations had 
ended, they returned toCapharnaum in Galilee to await 
His promised coming. Some of the Apostles had been 
fishing all night and, as on that day when He first had 
called them, they had had no success. Just as the day 
was breaking they saw Him on the shore. He called 
to them to cast their net on the right side of the boat 
and it became heavy with fishes. Peter swam to the 
shore and the rest brought the boat to land. In the 
meantime Jesus had lit a fire and begun to prepare a 
meal. They breakfasted off the fish and then, turning 
to Peter to whom He had once promised the leadership, 
Jesus solemnly fulfilled that promise turning over to 
him the custody of His entire flock, lambs and sheep 
alike, after Peter had effaced his triple denial by a triple 
protestation of attachment to the Good Shepherd, 
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whose place he was to take, and whose manner of 
death he was destined to share. 

Final Instructions 

A few days later, the eleven Apostles gathered on a 
hill in Galilee where Jesus had arranged to meet them. 
When our Lord joined them this time. He delegated to 
them the power and the duty to gather up the world 
and raise it to God: “ All power in Heaven and on 
earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations ; baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you: and behold, I am with you all days unto the 
consummation of the world.” 

Almost certainly in Galilee, too, did the risen Lord 
appear, as St. Paul tell us, to “ more than five hundred 
of the brethren at once, most of whom are alive at this 
day, though some have gone to their rest.” St. Paul also 
mentions a special appearance to James, who was to be 
the first bishop of Jerusalem. 

Benediction 

For forty days our Lord had been in repeated though 
not continuous contact with His followers, preparing, 
enlightening, empowering, commissioning them. But 
their work was not to begin until the Holy Ghost had 
come upon them and the Holy Ghost would not come 
until He had gone to His Father: “ If I go not, the 
Paraclete will not come to you: but if I go, I will send 
Him to you,” He had said at the Last Supper. 

He arranged for His Apostles to meet in Jerusalem 
and, when they were again together. He appeared 
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among them and in the course of a meal taken together 
He told them that they were to be His witnesses “ in 
Jerusalem, then in all Judea, in Samaria and to the 
uttermost parts of the earth.” Then they rose and He 
led the Apostles along the road to Bethany. When 
they reached the crest of the Mount of Olives He lifted 
up His hands and blessed them and as they gazed upon 
Him, He was lifted up from the earth and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. And, as if in answer 
to their thoughts, two men standing beside them said: 
“ Men of Galilee, why do you stand here still looking 
up to Heaven? This same Jesus who has been taken 
up from you into Heaven will one day come back—just 
as you have seen Him depart into Heaven.” And 
returning to the city “ with great joy,” they resorted 
with one mind to prayer, together with our Lady and 
the holy women, in preparation for the promised 
coming of the Holy Spirit. 

The Whole Christ 

Our Lord kept His promises. On the feast of Pente¬ 
cost when once again Jerusalem was full of pilgrims, 
there was a noise of thunder and the house where the 
Apostles were gathered shook, and a tongue of fire 
appeared, and breaking into a dazzle of tongued flames 
came and rested over everyone. With the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, the spirit of Truth and Unity, the 
Church began to be. “ What the soul is in our body,” 
wrote St. Augustine, “ the Holy Ghost is in Christ’s 
body, the Church.” 

The pilgrims in the city rushed to the house thinking 
it must have been hit by a thunderbolt. The Apostles, 
possessed and transported with a new enthusiasm. 
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began to preach, and people of some twenty different 
nationalities heard them all in their own language. 
Then Peter “ stood up and addressed them in a loud 
voice.” In a magnificent sermon, the fisherman of 
Galilee began to speak of Jesus: “ Listen, Israelites, to 
what I say. Jesus of Nazareth accredited to you from 
God by miracles and marvels and signs, you by the 
agency of heathens have nailed to a cross and put to 
death. But God has raised Him to life—a fact to 
which all of us testify.” That same day, Peter and the 
Apostles baptized three thousand persons, and these, 
returning to their homes in every part of the Roman 
Empire, became in their turn missionaries and wit¬ 
nesses, never isolated, but united as members of a living 
body developing under the thrust of one vital principle 
with one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 
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